




the Reformation Do ? 


y School Gimes 


Copyright, rox, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 





Philadelphia, October 6, 1917 


Vol. Fifty-nine, No. 40 


$1.50 a year; in clubs, $1.00 
See page 558 








a a Lesson for October 21 in this Issue 
Notes on Open Letters: 
To Whom Shall We Pray?....:....cccceccccscssessvecee 546 
Before 9 o’clock Sunday Morning...........sseeeseesees 546 
Were the Apostles Infallible?.........:....0cs0s-eceee es 546 
b> The Dear Man of God, Dr. Martin Luther. By President 
Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D..........ecceesceeseseees 547 
The Success and Failure of the Reformation. By I. M. 
NTE TEDL ch ca cciscdocccccccccccegeees cectes seseseere 
Saved from the Skimming Torpedo. By Edith Fox 
DR  editkns c0bts aeGhh 040000 \abeaes once oceenes’s oserdescean 549 
Why is the Jew the Keystone of the World? By William 
L. Pettingill ......... IE aE OP ae ge SE | 550 
Did Zerubbabel Build Ezekiel’s Temple? By Professor 
Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. ............-.seeeee eee 55 
Preparing Officers for the Sunday-School Army. By 
aE is MOUIEE «ka icdc cesccccccsoctss seetsotUgnescoceses 552 
> General Lesson Helps ..:......scccscsectccccsccrcsevacs 553-5587 
f For Family Worship. By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp...... S57 
5 te MG en ok aonb mene's conde eapes Nemas eure knee 558 
; The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E. 
. POET  crcccccceccccscccccccserseceseseesseneesssessrseeseees 559 
pe SMemory Hymns” 2.2... s.ccspeccccscccdoccctscseccccccvcscecs 560 
Nd ye 
‘3 Lesson Calendar 
1. October 7.—Psalms of Deliverance....... Psalms 85 and 126 
2. October 14.—Returning from Captivity........ Ezra 1: t-1r 
3. October 21.—The Temple Rebuilt and 
Dedicated. ........cccccscccccescvees Ezra 3: 8-13; 6: 14-18 


4. October 28.—Ezra’s Return from Babylon....Ezra 8 : 15-36 
s. November 4.—Defeat through Drunkenness 


(World’s Temperance Sunday)......... 1 Kings 20: 1-et 
6. November 11.—Nehemiah’s Prayer....... Nehemiah 1 : 1-11 
7. November 18.—Nehemiah’s Prayer 
pe OB eee oer Nehemiah 2: 1-11 
— 8. November 25.—A Psalm of. Thanksgiving........ Psalm 103 
9. December 2--Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall of 
5 SEEN ni wie dnscnnd cesbalnsns dns encetteiset Nehemiah 4 
10. December 9.—Ezra and Nehemiah Teach the 
MADET. nndiescdnncebtorcendanveckounstsseqegeccus ta Nehemiah 8 
11. December 16.—Nehemiah Enforces the Law of 
the Sabbath ..........cccsceccscceces Nehemiah 13 : 15-22 
12. December 23.—Preparation for the 
Messiak ..... gage siveoinnk coscccecveoees Malachi 3: 1-12 
a 
a * 
Out of Captivity 
Ezra 3: 811 


By Mrs. Frank A. Breck 


E were glad when they laid the foun- 
dation 
For the house of the Lord to be built, 
When we came with rejoicing to Zion, 
And Jehovah had pardoned our guilt, 


* Ah! we had a long time for repenting,— 
Alas! we had grieved him so oft! 
Our hearts were unrighteous, distrusting, 
And his blessed commandments we scoffed. 


But our God is a God of compassion, 
And he blotted our sins from his sight, 
And out of captivity led us 
To the place of his peace and his light. 


There we wept as we gratefully praised him 
For all that his ess assures, 

And we shouted d with rejoicing 
For the mercy that ever endures. 


Can it be we again may forsake him ? 
Refusing his word to obey ? 

If we should, Lord, remember thy mercy, 
Come and save as thou savest to-day! 


ee 


The Double Test 


Our Christianity must be approved by men as 
well as by God. There are, indeed, times when in 
order to please God we must incur the displeasure 
of men; but in many things it is a fair test of our 
religion to ask whether men as well as God can com- 
mend it. Some Christians have brought their re- 
ligion and even their Lord into disrepute by glaring 
failures in matters in which their unsaved neighbors 





were doing better than they. So it is that God re- 


minds us, through that scrupulously careful Christian 
gentleman the Apostle Paul, “We take thought for 
things honorable, not only in the sight of the Lord, 
but also in the sight of men” (2 Cor. 8:21). God 
wants us to be supernaturally attractive to those 
round about us; and this victory over our naturally 
unattractive selves is one of the “all things” that we 
can have in Christ, 


Stabilizers 

There are some persons who cannot be upset.* 
They are like what the improved aeroplanes are fast 
becoming through the wonderful inventions that hu- 
man brains are turning out for this new machine of 
both war and peace. The “stabilizer” of a modern 
aeroplane has vastly reduced accidents and risk in 
this method of transportation, bringing the plane to 
rights automatically, after all sorts of upsetting 
factors have been trying to have their way against 
it. Commenting on this fact, a recent Christian 
writer says truly that “in the life of the spirit, faith 
in the eternal, unchanging God is our great ‘stabil- 
izer.” Christ indeed cannot be “upset”; and one 
whose life is Christ is therefore secure against every 
upsetting attack. One cannot possibly imagine the 
safety and security and joy of the uncapsizable life 
that-is “hid with Christ in God” until he has tried it. 


The Only Preparedness 

Preparedness began before creation was com- 
menced... It began in God. was prepared td 
pay the déath-penalty of the sin of all men not only 
before man sinned, but before man was Created. 


has alwavs seen the end from. the beginning, and is 
always fully prepared for it. He is never taken by 


surprise; he always knows, and from all eternity has 
always known, exactly what he must do to meet every 


-emergency. The safety, the hope, the glory of men 


and of the created universe is this blessed and won- 
derful fact of God’s preparedness. And God is the 
only one in the universe who is always prepared. 
Therefore it is only in him, and through him, that 
we can be always prepared. He is always providing 
the preparedness that we need; for “my God shall 
supply every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory ‘in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). Our pre- 
paredness, then, consists first of all in this: letting 
Christ become our whole life and our every resource. 
Nothing can ever take him unawares; and when we 
are “hid with Christ in God” we are prepared for 
everything. 
a 


Humbling Facts 


America was not discovered “until the very dawn 
of the Reformation.” The fruits of the Reforma- 
tion were conserved in this great republic as in no 
other nation on earth. But have we not strayed far 
from the God who gave us “these treasures of civil- 
ization”? Has the old-time religion, the faith of our 
fathers, been “good enough for us”? The whole 
nation was shocked only a few weeks ago by murder 
at an election polling place in the city of Philadel- 
phia by a band of hired gunmen. An officer who in- 
terfered to protect life was assassinated. .And yet, 
startling to say, the Fifth Ward of the city founded 
by William Penn, where this outrage occurred, is 
the part of the city which includes Independence Hall 
where the Declaration of Independence was signed, 
and in whose tower the Liberty Bell used to swing. 
Should not these widespread failures on the part of 
our people to use the blessings of liberty for the 
glory of God call us to times of contrition and of 

umbling, and of individual and national repentance? 


The Four Night Watches‘ between Suns 


terranean, and the red sunrises over Nebo, 

meant little moreto the Pharisees than weather 
signs. But the Lord spoke two words during his 
earthly ministry about red sunsets and red sunrises, 
and the night between, which, dovetailed together, 
are pregnant with marvelous meaning. 

The first word is found in Matthew: “He an- 
swered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye 
say, It will be fair weather: for the heaven is red. 
And in the morning, It will be foul weather to-day: 
for the sky is red and lowering. Ye know how to 
discern the face of the heaven; but ye cannot dis- 
cern the signs of the times.” 

The other word is found in Mark: “Watch 
therefore: for ye know not when the lord of the 
house cometh, whether at even, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrowing, or in the morning.” 

This age 18 an age of‘night. The Scriptures thus 
consistently speak of it. Said Paul, “The night is far 
spent, and the day is at hand.” Our Lord said of 
himself in the eighth of John that he was the “light 
of the world,” but he qualified that statement in the 
next chapter as he said, “When I am in the world, 
I am the light ef the world.” 

No doubt even then he had in mind the approach 
of the red sunset, when the world would put out its 
light. As millenniums passed by “the blood of bulls 
and goats on Jewish altars slain” had been speaking 
in type of this red sunset. The first red tints of it 
were seen in Gethsemane. David predicted it in a 
Psalm that is full of agony, the Twenty-second; and 
Isaiah, foreseeing it, described it in a sentence which, 
literally rendered, is one of the most terrible in the 
Word of God: “So marred from the form of man 
was his aspect that his appearance was not that of a 
son of man.” 

Jesus spoke also of a red sunrise. Isaiah paints a 
picture of this sunrise as well as of the sunset. The 
brush of his prophecy lays on thick the scarlets and 


T= red Judean sunsets out towards the Medi- 


crimsons and carmines. 


“Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah?... 

“Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy 
garments like him that treadeth the winevat? 

“I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the 
peoples there was no man with me; yea, I trod them 
in mine anger, and trampled them in my wrath; and 
their lifeblood is sprinkled upon my garments, and I 
have stained all my raiment. 

“For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and 
the year of my redeemed is come.” 

The seer of Patmos paints a companion-piece to 
Isaiah’s picture in his description of Armageddon: 

“And behold, a white cloud; and on the cloud I 
saw one sitting like unto a son of man, having on his 
head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp 
sickle, ... 

“And another angel .. . called with a great voice to 
him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Send forth thy 
sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of 
the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 

“And the angel cast his sickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vintage of the earth, and cast it into 
the winepress, the great winepress, of the wrath of God. 

“And the winepress was trodden without the city, 
and there came out blood from the winepress, even 
unto the bridles of the horses, as far as a thousand 
and six hundred furlongs.” 

A terrible cavalry charge this—the entire distance 
from Dan to Beersheba, the whole length of Pales- 
tine. Is it an impossible picture—this sunrise ef 
judgment? The rivers of Europe are even now run- 
ning with blood, and armies are crossing them upon 
pontoons of human slain. 

Between this sunset of grace and this sunrise of 
coming judgment lies the dark night of this age. 

The Jewish night was divided into four watches— 
the evening watch, about the hour the sun fell behind 
the western horizon, from around six o'clock, until 
nine; the midnight watch, from nine until midnight; 
the cock-crowing watch, from midnight until three, 
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and the morning watch from then until daylight, 
about six o'clock. 

When eur Lord spoke the parable of the house- 
holder on a journey, who apportioned to each ser- 
vant his work, and “commanded also the porter to 
watch,” he said substantially to his disciples, and 
through them to us, as he cast his eye down the 
vista of the future, “You watch, too. For you do not 
know when the Master of the house is coming back, 
whether it will be at even, or at midnight, or at cock- 
crowing, or in the morning.” P 

The evening watch of the night of this age in- 
cluded the apostolic and the early church. And that 
time was characterized as no other period in the 
history of the church by the love of and the look for 
the “blessed hope,” the return of the Lord himself. 
It is emphasized on almost every page of the New 
Testament ‘epistles, The Fathers, from Justin 

Martyr and Irenaeus to Lactantius, speak of it con- 
stantly. This hope clothed the church of the first 
two or three centuries of the Christian era with both 
a purity and a power which it has never since pos- 
sessed. The skeptical Gibbon admits as much, 
though he sneers at the doctrine, and he adds, “The 
‘revolution of seventeen centuries has instructed us 
not to press too closely to the mysterious language of 
prophecy and revelation; but as long as, for wise 
purposes, this error was permitted to subsist in the 
church, it was productive of the most salutary effects 
in the faith and practise of Christians.” 

Great a triumph as was the embracing of Chris- 
tianity by the Emperor Constantine, it was after alle 
a disastrous thing for the church itself. It was then 
that the church swung out from the evening watch 
mto the midnight watch of the night of the age, and 
the Dark Ages came on apace. When the church 
forgot that its citizenship was in heaven, it was di- 
vested of its character of separation from the world. 
It was no longer a pilgrim and a stranger. The re- 
sult was increasing corruption and loss of power. 

The church ceased to be a society of brethren and 
a holy priesthood, and became a visible theocracy, 
headed in the Pope as the vicar of Christ. Gregory 
VII, in whom the policy of the papacy was personi- 
fied as in no other of the early popes, wished to re- 
store to papal Rome all that the Rome of the Em- 
perors had lost. The result was that politics, en- 
forced by militarism, dethroned spirituality. On the 
waves of corruption that then flowed over Europe 
floated in the,celibacy of the priesthood, the inter- 
cession of saints, the worship of the Virgin, penance 
and pilgrimage. 

Superstition became rampant. At one place a 
seller of indulgencés, a commodity sold at so much 
per, and the possession of which carried with it the 
forgiveness of sins, plied his trade with a feather 
in his head plucked from the wing of the archangel 
Michael. The prevalent corruption tainted even the 
papal throne... The infamies of the Borgias, with their 
sickening stories of intrigue, lust, and poisonings, 
were added to the black annals of an era that 
swarmed with scandals. It was the midnight of 
the age. 

To those who have been raised in the country there 
comes back the memory of a waking hour apparently 
in the dead of the night, when there used to fall upon 
the ear, smiting the midnight stillness, the clarion 
eall of the. cock from the barn below the _house. 
Then there was an answering cry in the distance, 
like an echo, then another, and still another, faint 
and indistinct, from the farthest edge of ear-shot. 
As night receded, the crowing of the cocks became 
clearer and more frequent as they vied with each 
other in their ‘keen competition of rousing a sieeping 
world to prepare for the tasks of the coming day. 

The Reformation was the cock-crowing watch. of 
the night of this age. The historian Green calls 
Wyclif the first Protestant: “By one memorable 
step he passed from the position of a reformer of the 
discipline and political relations of the church to 
that of a protester against its cardinal beliefs. ... 
The formal denial of the doctrine of Transubstantia- 
tion, which Wyclif issued in the spring of 1381, be- 
gan that great movement of revolt which ended, moré 
than a century afterward, in the establishment of re- 
ligious freedom.” 

Far over in Bohemia came an answering cry to the 
protesting voice. of Wryclif and the Lollards. 
D’Aubigne accords John Huss the distinction of be- 
ing the John the Baptist of the Reformation, and 
declared that “The flames of his martyrdom kindled 
a fire which shed an extensive light in the midst of 
the general gloom, and was destined not to be 
speedily extinguished.” It was a century later that 
the next and greatest voice from the watch tower 
was sounded out in the darkness. The Reformation 
lay in the Bible which Luther found in the dark 
alcove of the University of Erfurt. To him answered 
Zwingli, ‘the mountaineer of the Tochenburg, and 
Calvin, thé scholar of Geneva, whe@had ‘early been 
indoctrinated by his tutor, Melchior Wolmar, with 
Luther’s teachings. 


The voices were multiplying now. There were 


Staupitz, Erasmus, the elector Frederic, Myconius, 
Melancthon, Bucer, Gicolampadius, Knox, and the 
In England Bloody Mary was 
Said Latimer to 


rest of the noble army. 
sending the martyrs to the stake. 
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his comrade in motgréem, “Play the man, Master 
Ridley. We shall rtly light such a candle by 
God’s grace in England as I trust shall never be put 
out.” It is recorded of Rogers, a fellow-w 
with Tyndale in the translation of the Bi that 
“he died bathing his hands in the flames ‘as if it had 
been in cold water.’” Even the Primate of the 
English Church did not escape, and Cranmer made 
amends for his weaknesses, as he held the hand that 
had written “contrary to the truth”: steadily in the 
flames, and “never stirred or cried till life was gone.” 
~ The Tnenlertiat $08, was taking its toll of death on 
the continent of Europe. But the world was begin- 
ning to sicken of the slaughter. The blood of the 
martrys was again becoming the seed of the Church. 
The dawn of liberty of conscience as well as of life 
was breaking. The Gospel chanticleers of the cock- 
crowing watch of the night of this age had aroused 
the sleeping church. 

But the Master of the house is not yet returned. 
If these first three watches have been correctly iden- 
tified, there remains but one, the fourth, in which he 
may come back. Shall we, beloved, fall into the con- 
demnation of the Pharisees, for not discerning “the 


signs of the times”? In the record of the stormy ~ 
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night v of the disciples across Galilee, as Mat- 
thew tells it, is there not a wonderful secret to those 
who love his appearing: 

“And after he had sent the multitudes away, he 
went up into the mountain apart to pray: and when 
even was come, he was there alone. But the boat 
was now in the midst of the sea, distressed by the 
waves; for the wind was contrary. And in the 
fourth watch of the night he came unto them, walk- 
ing upon the sea.” 6 

bane of the ancient authorities render the twenty- 
fourth verse of Matthew 14 as follows: “But the 
boat was now many furlongs from the land.” Port 
seems unattainable, does it not, with the contrary 
winds, and the waves all incarnadined with the blood 
of the seven and a half million slain of the World 
War? But our Lord, who thrust us forth upon this 
night voyage, is praying for us on the mountain tops 
of glory. Get the comfort of this word, ye who toil 
in the rowing: “In the fourth watch of the night he 
came unto them.” John adds a thrilling detail in his 
version of the story. He says that when they had 
taken the Pilot aboard: 

“Straightway the boat was at the land whither 
they were going.” 





To Whom Shall We Pray? 


I am often perplexed to know whether I should always 
address God in prayer, or is it right also to pray to 
Jesus? It seems easier for me to do the latter, but 
are we not commanded to pray to the Father?—~An 
Ontario Inquirer. ‘ 


Jesus is God. He, and the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, are one God in three persons. While we are 
told, in God’s Word, to pray to the Father, we are 
not told not to pray also to the Lord Jesus. And we 
find in the Bible prayer to Jesus; thus the Spirit-filled 
Stephen, as he was being stoned to death: for his 


brave witnessing, uttered as the last prayer he was , 


ever permitted to offer on this earth, “Lord. Jesus, 


receive my spirit,” following this with. the...words, ° 


“Lord, lay not this sin to their charge” (Acts 7: 
59, 60). 


There seems to be no Scriptural season why. ‘the be: . 
‘ather, or,to the: 


eliever should not pray either to the 

Son, or to the Holy Spirit, as he. may. be.;led: from 
time to time. Our God in three Pefsons ,is,a:prayer~ 
hearing and a prayer-answering God.:.  -.,.»..:.. 


ye 
Before 9 o’clock Sunday Morning 


It has occurred to me that some, perhaps many, of 
your readers who have been interested in the work for 
Belgian soldiers might do some wotk along the same 
lines among our own boys. : 

Yesterday I bought thirty-six copies of the Emphasized 
Gospel of John, and placed two tracts in each, “What 
Has Come Over Murray?” and “How to Begin to Be a 
Christian,” both published by the American Tract So- 
ciety, Park Avenue and Fortieth Street, New York. I 
have had no trouble in parting with all of them and it 
is not yet nine o’clock Sunday morning. 

They are now in the care of Him, and who knows the 
far-reaching results that He may effect? 

I hope to get more of the Gospels to-morrow. They 
may be obtained from the New York Bible Society, 
Astor Place, New York, at three cents a copy.—A New 
York State Layman. 


It seems safe to say that never before in the his- 
tory of the world has there been such an opportunity 
of soul-winning as there is to-day, with the hearts of 
millions upon millions of soldiers wide open and 
tender and responsive to the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. We don’t need to go far to find the sol- 
diers. Before nine o’clock on any morning of the 


week we. can probably find them, on the streets or: 


elsewhere, very near our own homes. The training 
camps and the cantonments are fields white to the 
harvest. May we all fill our pockets with Gospels 
and tracts, that we may not be caught unprepared to 
pass on Life to those who are facing death. 

The Pocket Testament League is doing blessed 
work in this country, and will wélcome the co-oper- 
ation of every Christian. An announcement of its 
work will be found in the advertising columns on 
page 557 in this issue; a wonderful story of its 
work was told in last week’s Music Number of The 
Sunday School Times by Charles M. Alexander, in 
his article “The Songs Our Soldiers Love.” Those 
who are on or near the Pacific coast should get into 
touch with the Western Secretary of The Pocket 
Testament League, Mrs. Mindora Berry Goodwin, 
130 McCallister Street, San Francisco.. A combina- 
tion Gospel of John with Hymns and Stories, which 
Mr. Alexander uses in his work, may be had from 
The Pocket Testament League headquarters (133 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia) at $5 a hundred 





copies, or six cents each; illustrated, at $8 a hundred 
copies, ten cents each. The Treasurer of the Busi- 
ness Men’s War Council of the League is Mr. J. 
Lewis Twaddell, 1323 Walnut Street, Philadelphia; 


and the League will welcome contributions from 
those who would assist in bringing the Word of Life 


to our boys. 
x 
Were the Apostles Infallible? 


What is meant by the statement that the apostles 
were inspited? , 

I believe in the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, 

and therefore of that part of the Bible that was writ- 

; ten by the apostles. But when we speak of the inspira- 

tion of the apostles, do we mean that they were nor- 

.,mally inspired, and not only when specially inspired to 


ae Write down the Word of God? I take it that they were 


* not free from faults, as Peter and others found; but are 

‘we to believe that they were inspired only when writ- 
‘ing Scripture? Or were they inspired at all times? Was 
- their teaching and preaching infallible, ar only that 
‘which the Holy Spirit led them to write? I read lately 
that one of the requisites of an apostle was inspiration: 
‘hence I ask, Did a man become an apostle because he 
was inspired, or was he inspired because he was an 
apostle; and how much did his inspiratién cover?—A 
Reader in Japan. 


“Apostle” means simply “one sent forth.” The 
word is used in the New Testament in a clearly de- 
fined sense, as referring to certain persons called of 
God to their distinctive office of apostleship, The 
twelve disciples specially chosen by our Lord Jesus 
‘are called by this name “apostle”; our Lord himself 
is so-called: “Consider the Apostle and High Priest 
of our confession, even Jesus” (Heb. 3:1); Barna- 
bas and Paul are called apostles (Acts 14:14), Paul’s 
apostleship coming directly from the risen and 
ascended Lord, re | Barnabas being named with Paul 
as specially called by the Holy Spirit: “Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them” (Acts 13:2). And Matthias was given 
the place of apostleship from which Judas had fallen 
away, after the disciples under the leadership of 
Peter: had cast lots, the lot falling upon Matthias; 
“and he was numbered with the eleven apostles” 
(Acts 1: 26) ; though some believe that this action of 
the other apostles was not at the direction of the 
Holy Spirit. 

As the inquirer in the above letter recognizes, the 
apostles were certainly not infallible in their: every- 
day life, as the New Testament record shows. They 
were infallible in their writing of God’s Word when 
uniquely and supernaturally inspired by the Holy 
Spirit for this sacred task. Asto whether this unique 
inspiration, making their word infallible because di- 
rectly. from God, came upon them at other times than 
when they were writing God’s Scriptures, the Bible 
record does not say. No reason appears why it 
should have been so. Yet the apostles, like ambassa- 
dors of Christ to-day, did indeed preach in the super- 
natural power of the Holy Spirit, with results in the 
lives of those who heard them which only God could 
bring to pass. But that supernatural work of the 
Holy Spirit using yielded and Spirit-filled men must 
not be confused or identified with the unique inspira- 
tion of infallibility which God saw fit to bring into 
the making of his holy and infallible Word. Nor 
was that inspiration limited to the apostles, for some 


.of the New Testament books (Mark, Luke, Acts, 


Hebrews (?), James) and all the Old Testament 
books, were written with infallible inspiration by 
ethers than apostles. 
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What was the key to the character of the Reformer 
who rescued the doctrine of justification by faith? 


The Dear Man of God, Dr. Martin Luther 


By President Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D. 








UR hundred years ago a yo Augustinian 
monk went up to the door of All Saints Church 
in Wittemberg and fastened there a series of 

“Theses Concerning the Virtue of pane ncpowcl It 
was the eve of All Saints’ Day, and on the next day 
pilgrims from every part of Germany would be com- 

to the church for the display of the extraordinary 

lection of relics of the Saints gathered there, and 
to earn merit by their coming. ere was no other 
such display in any church north of the Alps, for 
Friedrich’ the Elector of Saxony had been getting it 


together through his agents in Italy and the Low | 


Countries for thirty years past. i 

The Theses said nothing about relics and the 
reverence paid them and the consequent merit. Yet 
the pilgrims who read this young monk’s words car- 
ried them into every part of Germany and beyon 
and everywhere they found welcome in sore an 
hungry hearts. And they began the great Reformation. 

Martin Luther was a very unlikely person to un- 
dertake such a transformation. He was a peasant’s 
son, born in 1483 to poverty and hardship. He had 
to beg from door to door for his support as a school- 

When his tather rose to a more comfortable 
condition he sent his son, in 1501, to the new Uni- 
versity of Erfurt to study law; but in 1505 Luther 
gave up that study and entered the Augustinian 
monastery at Erfurt to become a monk. It was a 
monastery of “strict observance” that he entered, for 
he sought to bind the yoke of monastic asceticism 
upon himself, : 

He was in a state of spiritual terror as to his 
salvation, as were multitudes around him. That 
church in Wittemberg and its store of relics was 
one of the signs of a great revival of religion, which 
had been going on in Germany since forty years be- 
fore Luther was born. It was a revival of fastings, 
scourgings, wearisome pilgrimages, and severe pen- 
ances, by which men strove to acquire merit with 
God. Luther threw himself into it with all his heart, 
but found no rest’in it. Hé even worked to force 
its severities upon others. In 1510 he made a journey 
to Rome to force the Augustinian monastery at 
Nuremberg to adopt the rule of “strict observance,” 
as had that at Erfurt. He came back from Rome as 
much a Romanist as he went. The story of his 
starting to his feet when half-way up the Scala Santa 
is apocryphal, and contrary to his character. If 
Martin Luther started to go up that “holy stair- 
case,” be sure he went to the top. 
Imputed Righteousness—and Emancipation ! 

In 1508 he was taken by the Elector of Saxony to 
his new University of Wittemberg, and there had 
become in 1512 a professor of theology, taking a 
oath “to expound truly and purely the Scriptures” t 
the students, and to preach them to the people. One 
of the books he took up was the Epistle to the 
Romans, but he stumbled when he came to the 17th 
verse of the first chapter: ““For therein is the 
nighteousness of God revealed from faith to faith, as 
it is written, The just shall live by faith.” 

The “righteousness of God,” even in-the New 
Testament, always had been a terrible thought to 
him, and had driven him to blasphemous thoughts. 
“Was it not enough,” he cried, “that thou didst bur- 
den us with thy Law, but thou must add thereto the 
heavier curse of thy Gospel also?” But now the 
Spirit revealed to him that God’s righteousness is 
not a cold and rigid standard by which He condemns 
men for their sins, but is that form of divine activity 
by which He makes men righteous. His mind swept 
round the circle of the divine attributes, and he found 
them all the same. God’s love is that with which he 
makes men loving; his wisdom that with which he 
makes them wise; his holiness that with which he 
makes them holy; his glory that with which he will 
make them glorious in life_everlasting. From that 
hour he entered upon “the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God,” and was set free from the yoke he had 
been binding about his own neck ahd those of others. 

Five years later Luther came into collision with 
the rulers of the Church of Rome, The Pope and 
the Archbishop of Magdeburg had combined to 
raise money for the building of St. Peter’s at Rome 
by selling Indulgences in that archdiocese. The 
Elector forbade this in his dominions, but the monk 
who had the matter in hand skirted round the bounds 
of the electorate. The people thronged out to buy 
what would release the souls of their fathers and 
mothers from Purgatory, and relieve themselves from 
the penances imposed in the confessional. When 
Luther sat to hear confessions he was met by these 
documents, and was horrified to’ find that a money- 
payment had come to be regarded as taking the place 
of repentance and atonement for sin. So he wrote 





“ That Luther has a fine genius,” sneered Leo the 
enth, when he was told that a German professor 
had nailed to a church door in Wittemberg some 
i denouncing the sale of indulgences. 
the judgment of history, as epitomized by 
Froude, is that the day Luther nailed up his Theses 
was “the most memorable day in modern Euro- 
pean history.” The Protestant Church will well- 
nigh universally render thanks to God, on or about 
October 31, 1917, for the Reformation; and does 
not Dr. herewith furnish a delightful 
sketch of the rmer who could not be laughed 
out of court, even by a pope ? 








‘his “XCV Theses” to clear up the matter of what 
repentance is and what God requires of us, asserting 
that the Pope could absolve only from penalties 


_which the Canon Law enacted, and that all beyond 


that was an affair between the Christian and God. 

Even this roused on one side a great rejoicing 
among those who had been groaning under the 
burdens that men had laid upon conscience, and on 
the other a great anger among those who would hear 
nothing against the traditions of the Church. After 
several attempts to secure his recantation, Luther in 
1520 was cast out of the Church by a papal bull, on 
account of forty-one heresies, one being “The burn- 
ing of heretics is against the will of the Holy Ghost.” 
He was then summoned before the German Diet or 
Reichstag, meeting at Worms in 1521, and required 
to condemn his own teaching. He appealed to the 
Bible as the final authority, declaring that he would 
retract nothing until he had been proved wrong out 
of the Scriptures. So he was declared an outlaw 
from the Empire,.as well as a heretic. For the last 
twenty-five years of his life any one might have 
killed him with impunity. : 

The Elector of Saxony was alarmed for his safety, 
and shut him up in Wartburg Castle (1521-22). 
Luther used his enforced leisure to make his trans- 
lation of the New Testament, which was soon in 
everybody’s hands. His wonderful mastery of Ger- 
man made this and his complete Bible (1534) the 
standard of the language and its greatest classic. 
Our own Bible, through Tyndal, owes much to his 
graphic and homely renderings of the sacred text. 

The Reformer came back to Wittemberg without 
asking leave, to defend the Elector.and the churches 


against the extravagances of a fanatical party, which 
had been stirred up by the movement for reform. 
He always was a conservative reformer, He wished 


to save from the old Church all that was not incon- 
sistent with the Word of God. He translated the old 
liturgy into German with the necessary alterations, 





Topics for Reformation Lectures 


1. The Condition of the Church at the open- 
ing of the Reformation. 

2. Martin Luther the Reformer. 

3. Ulrich Zwingli, the Reformer of German 
Switzerland. 


4. John Calvin and his distinctive contribution 
to Protestantism. 

5. The Reformation in England. 

6. John Knox and the Scotch Reformation. 

7. The Refoimation and Modern Times. 


To ministers who expect to recognize the 
400th anniversary of the Protestant Reforma- 
tion at the time set therefor, October 31, 1917, 
or thereabouts, the Federal Council of Churches 
is sending out a helpful leaflet. The course of 
lectures laid out above may serve to illustrate 
the suggestiveness of this leaflet. It contains 
further, among other features, a concise review 
of the Reformation by the Rev. Professor 
David S. Schaff, D.D., and a list of books 
bearing upon this great era in church history, 
with prices and publishing houses that supply 
them. It may be obtained, along with other 
general helps for the celebration, from the 
Special Committee on the Four Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, 
Homor Blidg., 925 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 














and he made German versions of the old hymns, 
adding others of his own, which are among the finest 
in the world. 

His greatest changes were of perspective. He 
took the good that had been thrust into the back- 
ground and brought it to the front. He never en- 
couraged the sort of “private judgment” which has 
the tendency to make men singular, and to set up 
sects and parties. Above all he opposed the sepa- 
ration of the inward from the outward in religion. 
He held fast to the conviction that in the sacra- 
ments God had united with the outward form a 
spiritual reality, which is not the less real because 
we cannot grasp it. 

Luther’s great work as a reformer was in bringing 
back the Apostle Paul’s doctrine of Justification by 
Faith. The Church placed the ground of a man’s 
confidence before God in regeneration through bap- 
tism, and good works done under the direction of the 
Church. Luther saw that the Law of God was not 
satisfied by man’s works, that it condemned him 
utterly and left him no assurance of salvation. But 
he found peace we his personal trust in the 
Saviour, who had fulfilled the Law in his behalf. 
Not on anything that he had done, or even that had 
been wrought in him, but on the deep and unchang- 
ing ground of Christ’s mediatorial work, he rested. 
His faith was not an —— or a theory, but a per- 
sonal trust which itself must be fruitful in good 
works. And thus he escaped from human mediators 
in attaining immediate relations with the Saviour. 
He perceived the reason why the New Testament 
recognizes but two priesthoods—that of the High 
Priest of our profession, and that of all believers. 

He thus restored the true conception of the 
Church as the fellowship of believers, and not that 
of a clerical class, And he restored the common 
prayer of the whole congregation in its own lan- 
guage, in place of a mediatorial service in an un- 

own tongue. Against the celibate life of the Latin 
priesthood and of the religious orders, he upheld 
the family life of the Christian household, with its 
distinctive worship, of which the Roman Church 
knew and knows nothing. For five years, indeed, 
he went on living in the old monastery, now de- 
serted by all but himself and the prior. Then he 
married an escaped nun, and exemplified in his own 
life what a Christian father and husband ought to be. 
A Childlike Heart, a Sacrificial Life 

As he never would take anything for his books, and 
had a.miserable salary as professor, Martin Luther 
lived and died poor, yet gave generously to those 
whose need was still greater. He lectured in the 
University, preached in the town church, advised and 
comforted by his vast correspondence, and wrote 
books and- tracts in defense of the Reformation. 
Every page of these bears the stamp of his indi- 
viduality, his childlike freshness of impression, his 
idiomatic vigor, his intense faith. His inclination to 
paradox, indeed, has lent itself to some gross mis- 
representation of his teachings. But it is not to his 
acknowledged writings, but to’ the unauthorized re- 
port by his friends of his “Table-Talk,” that his 
enemies have mostly gone for stones to throw at 
him. Yet even that book, with all its blunders in re- 
porting, gives any fair-minded reader the impression 
of a great and devout nature. ‘ 

He was indeed one of those men out of whose 
heart the child never dies, who never “got used to 
things,” to whom all things evil were forever as 
hateful, and all things good forever as lovable, as 
when he first came into contact with them. His 
power of personal attraction must have been asso- 
ciated with this spontaneity, and with his delightful 
natural humor. His letters to his Kate and to his / 
little boy Hans overflow with it. The poor, the 
humble, and above all those who were troubled and 
perplexed in mind, found in him a welcome and a 
comfort which they never forgot. 

And he ranks among the most heroic figures in the 
world’s history. The personal courage he showed 
in “standing by his guns” through the storm raised 
by his Theses was probably the most notable instance 
of this. At the Diet of Worms he faced all that 
was greatest in the German Empire, and refused to 
retract one word unless he were shown to be wrong 
by right reason and the Word of God, adding, 
“Here I stand. I can do no other, God so help me?” 
High above the throne of the Emperor he saw 
another Throne, and Him that sat thereon; and he 
was not afraid. “He endured as seeing him that is 
invisible.” That was the key to his whole career. 
His countrymen used to call him, “The Dear Man 
of God, Dr. Martin Luther, of Blessed Memory.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Success and Failure of the Reformation 


Was there a point at which, like the Sardis church, 


it fell short of completeness ? 





dotalism, against the outward vices and the in- 

creasing political tyranny of the Papacy. It 
liberated the conscience... It enfranchised individual 
faith. It sent the people back of Church canons, 
councils of priests and the words of man to the 
Word of God. It brought spiritual light, quickened 
and enlarged spiritual understanding. It gave liberty 
to the operation of the Spirit and developed spiritual 
character. It placed faith and works in right rela- 
tion. It made faith fruitful in works, but demanded 
that the works should be a revelation and proof, not 
only of conviction, but an emphasis of character, 
character in accord with the Spirit, with the holiness 
and love which the Spirit when unhindered evokes. 
It restated justification as the work of Christ and on 
the basis of the once-for-all sacrifice. It exalted 
faith as the exclusive instrument by which it must 
be appropriated. It set aside human merit, even in 
the exercise of faith, magnified the cross, proclaimed 
grace as the distinctive principle of this age, and 
gave hope to the farthest swept, the most sin-black- 
ened soul among the sons of men. 
out of the mouth of those who would witness for 


Tix Reformation was a revolt against sacer- 


Christ. It gave the preacher the ordination and au- 
thority of Paul, “I believed, and therefore have I 
spoken.” It brushed away the integvening priest- 


hood set up by man and brought into full vision the 
one and only priesthood of Christ. With the inter- 
cession of Christ in Heaven and the co-ordinate in- 
tercession of the Spirit in the heart, the presence of 
God became a personal experience instead of a 
dramatic, mechanical, and ritualistic pretense. God 
was no longer an expression of symbols, but an 
accent of consciousness. 

All this the Reformation did, . 

On the political, the purely governmental and so- 
cial side it appeared to be an unqualified success. 

It struck a far consequent blow against absolutism 
in the Church, and by so much made for individual- 
ism in government. It repudiated autocracy in mat- 
ters religious, and in doing so opened the door to 
democracy in matters civil. 

Viewed ‘alone politically, the Reformation was an 
ever enlarging victory. 

Viewed alone spiritually, the Reformation was not 
a complete triumph. Its shortcoming is fore-an- 
nounced in the letter of the risen Son of God to the 
angel of the Church at Sardis (the Church which 
stands symbolically for Protestantism), “I have 
not found thy marke perfect (complete).” 

It started well, but did not go all the way. 

It is true, sacerdotalism was rejected and the final 
deposit of authority committed, not to the Church, 
but to the Bible. The Continued Presence was de- 
nied in the emblems, but recognized in the Spirit and 
the Word. The Church as a body and the Christian 
as an individual were made dependent on a “thus 
saith the Lord.” The written Word and not the 
Church became the revelation of Christ doctrinally, 
Christian character his revelation and demonstra- 
tion experimentally. 

All this the Reformation accomplished. 

There was one supreme and vital thing it did 
not do. 

It did not deliver the Church from the deception 
and thraldom of the Kingdom fallacy. 


The Error of Telescoping Two Dispensations 

From the hour when Charlemagne became the offi- 
cial transition from Rome Pagan to Rome Papal; 
from the moment when the son of Pipin was 
crowned by Pope Leo Third, on down through the 
succeeding centuries to the Reformation era, the 
doctrine that the Church is the kingdom of Christ 
upon earth had steadily seized the imagination, stifled 
the conscience, and laid held of the ambitions of men. 
The Emperor was the divinely ordained instrument 
by which the Church should control the nations. The 

mpire was the domain of the Church. As the Em- 
pire ruled the world, the world was, necessarily, 
the domain of the Church, The Roman Empire and 
the Roman Church were merged together. They were 
looked upon and accepted as one. The Church 
eventually through the Papacy subordinated the Em- 
pire. It removed kings and rulers. It consecrated 
emperors. When it pleased it excommunicated them. 
‘One great emperor hesitated, and then held the 
Pope’s stirrup; another stood shivering barefoot in 
the snow waiting till a Pope should pardon him. To 
outward appearance the Holy Roman Empire was 
the Church. The Church was the Empire. It was 
the kingdom of Christ come upon earth. 

The Reformation rejected this claim of the Papacy. 
It denied its temporal and political sovereignty. 

It did not deny the idea that the Church was 


It took the gag. 





By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. 





energy that saves.” One is naturally hesitant to 
.criticize so manifest a work of God as the Refor- 
mation, but the passage just quoted is from 
D’ Aubigne (1794-1872), one of the Reformation’s 
leading champions. It is to be found in the pre- 
face to his massive and masterly History of the 
Reformation. Is it not in the same spirit that 
Dr. Haldeman points his warning word? 





the kingdom of Christ; on the contrary, it inten- 
sified it. 

It did so by spiritualizing the idea. 

The Church was still a kingdom, Heavenly and not 
earthly, spiritual and not political. Its area was to 
be measured, not geographically, but morally, not on 
land’ nor sea, but in the hearts and lives:of men. The 
throne should be neither in Aachen nor at Rome, 
neither in Germany nor in Italy, but in the conscience 
and character of man. The Emperor was no longer 
to be enthroned with sword, with globe and golden 
crown, but with love, with holiness and adoration of 
soul. He was no more to be seen in trappings of 
scarlet and purple, sustained by battle axe and spear. 
He was to be no longer visible to the gaze of men, 
but invisible, clothed with the mantle of the Holy 
Spirit and ruling with a scepter whose name and 
strength should be—omnipotence. This Emperor, this 
supreme world ruler, this king of kings should be the 
invisible but all potent Son.of God, the indwelling 
and abiding Christ. rx 

But men are stil] on earth. They are visible to one 
another, They live in tabernacles. of’ flesh. They 
are intimately’ related to the political and ‘social 
system. Their responsibility to these constituencies 
affects their moral attitude and governs their physi- 
cal acts. The Church if it would be a kingdom must 
see to it that the systems of the world, .whether 
political or professedly moral, do not ‘undermine nor 
overthrow its authority. To fulfill its function it 
must dominate, it must be superior to the operative 
methods and principles of any or all of these world 
systems. It cannot afford so to: dominate that it be- 
comes an enemy and is met by antagonism. It will 
therefore seek to become a partner. . The political 
and social forces will be used as agencies to assist 
in the expansion of the moral and spiritual kingdom. 


, The Error Responsible for a False Slogan 


Inexorably the kingdom idea, working along these 


‘very lines, forced the Church to identify itself with 
.the political and social, as well as the moral forces 


of the world. 

The rallying cry of Protestantism was sounded 
out, “The world for Christ.” The one concept, to 
bring the world under rule to Christ, The method, 
so to enter into all the practical things of the world, 
its legislation, its civilization, its art and science, its 
governmental and social development; so to inter- 
penetrate it spiritually, as Rome had done politically, 
until little by little the world and the Church like the 
Empire and the Papacy should seem as one, a one- 
ness in which the Church should be the undisputed 
and all-controlling power. 

More and more the Church grew tolerant toward 
civilization. More and more civilization, while reject- 
ing the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, ac- 
cepted its ethics. 

The Church and civilization seemed to be working 
to one end,—the subjection of the world in righteous- 
ness. od 

This concept of the Church as a moral and spirit- 
ual kingdom has had its logical outcome, its unavoid- 
able consequence. 

It has led the Church in the spirit of a necessitated 
conservatism, in the inevitable desire to win the sup- 
port of civilization, to set aside the doctrinal and 
dispensational side of Christianity. It has led the 
Church to descend to the plane of the purely €thical. 
The Christ it preaches is not so much the Christ who 
died upon the cross, but rather the Christ who lived 
among men. Its aim is not to impress. men -that 
Christ died as a sacrifice for our sins, but lived as an 
example for our lives. 

The Church has become.a society for competitive 
morality. It is-in spite of itself competing-with every 
effort of man to make the world better for the natu- 
ral man to live in, and the natural man better ‘to live 
in the world. It is occupied with physical as well as 
moral sanitation. It is making an unceasing endeavor 
to clean up Sodom and comfort men who like Lot 


vex their “righteous” (not spiritual) souls with its 
unlawful deeds. It is more and more seeking to save 
men socially rather than individually. If it can get 
society right it is confident the individual will be 
right. Give man an environment in society and gov- 
ernment where righteousness rules, and the indi- 
vidual will yield to righteousness. . . 

Never was there a time. when this self-same word, 
“righteousness,” was so frequently and so glibly on 
the lips; but on investigation it is found to be, not 
the righteousness which comes by the way of the 
cross, but the righteousness evolved from the nat- 
ural and unquickened conscience. It is the right- 
eousness, indeed, of bas i works, but works with 
all their goodness. unclarified by the crimson of the 

In short, it is human righteousness and not 
divine. It is evolution and not regeneration. 

More and more it is being affirmed, and the effort 
insistently made to demonstrate and prove, that man 
has an inborn, natural.sonship with God. In our 
pulpits men are preaching a system of faith which, 
since it repudiates all the fundamental, all the basic 
doctrines of salvation, might be preached in the name 
of Buddha as well as Christ; a system of so-called 
Christian faith which would be just as effective 
without the name of Christ, a Christianity which 
has no need of. Christ at all. 


A Concept that Blurred the Blessed Hope 


This kingdom concept has led the Church to repu- 
diate the pre-eminent hope set before it in Holy 
Scripture,—the hope of the Second Coming of the 
Lord. And this is in the nature of the case. The 
Coming of Christ in judgment, the lightning-like 
revelation of his majesty at this moment, would seri- 
ously interfere with the scheme of social and political 
redemption so much upon the heart of men who 
feel themselves called to mend, to paint and 
decorate a world-system God has doomed. | The 
Coming of Christ to-morrow would be like a déath- 
blow ‘for enlarging” and Desteritiyy Oe earth. To tefl 
the Church in the face of all this humanitarian 
energy that the end of the age is to be as it was in 
the days of Noah, the same materialism and lust- 
fulness, a world filled with violence to the end, with 
evil in the thoughts of men continually, with’ indif- 
ference to, and open rebellion against, God; a world 
in which Anti-Christ and not Christ shall be supreme ; 
and that the Coming of the Son of God will be as 
the wrath-smiting rush of the down-breaking and 
merciless waters of the flood, would seem as noth- 
ing less than monstrous, as almost perversely un- 
righteous, to those who are seeking to build on the 
principle of the gradual, spiritual awakening of the 
world. Good and sincere men in the Church repudi- 
ate it. In order to set it aside they are driven to 
define the apostolic committal to the doctrine as a 
mistake. Step by step they are led to expurgate 
everything which makes the years ahead of us catas- 
trophic and cataclysmic. To some earnest men the 
announcement that Christ is coming, and particu- 
larly that this Coming is imminent, is worse than 
folly: it is treason to the accepted and would-be 
orthodox optimism that the world is growing better 
and the kingdom of Christ expanding. 

In thus turning the back upon the miraculous re- 
entrance of Christ to the world, all the eschatologi- 
cal side of the New Testament is necessarily re- 
jected or treated as of negligible value. To be taken 
up with the consideration of the hereafter, to 
let the mind travel beyond the region of time, is 
judged as the useless occupation of impracticable 
and profitless speculation. As a consequence of this 
logical attitude all the resplendent to-morrows of 
God’s promise are shut out from the vista of faith. 
Doctrinal and dispensational truth and all prophecy 
are classified ‘as so much unutilizable theological 
lumber. 

The kingdom idea has not only excluded these 
truths, it has widened the door of the Church for 
the entrance of material philosophy, fleshly energy, 
and self-satisfied human endeavor, 


The kingdom idea has utterly failed. > 

The Church has not conquered the world. The 
world in large degree has conquered the Church. 
Instead of making men spiritual it has at the best 
only made them religious (and between spirituality 
and religiousness there is an Atlantic Ocean differ- 
ence). Instead of setting eternity on their horizon, 
it has extended time and made it more interesting, 
more desirable, 

After four hundred years of the reformed king- 
dom idea, what ate the conditions confronting us? 

A whole world at war! 

The leading factors in the war, the nations which 
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have called themselves “Christian,” and _ specially 
those nations which once constituted the Holy 
Roman Empire; two of them the nations which re- 
udiated the Papacy and stood for the spiritual 
Lnistow of Christ on earth. 

Modern civilization with all its boasted culture in 
the welter and sickening, red mire of fractricidal 
war. } 

It is there because modern civilization is nothing 
more than a receiver of stolen goods. It stale the 
ethics of Christianity, then attempted to build itself 
with these stolen ethics without using their onl 
foundation, the deity of Christ as the eternal roc 
and the blood of the cross as the unfailing cement. 

Materialism and unbelief in the world. Material- 
ism and unbelief in the professing Church. More 
unbelievers and idolaters than at the beginning of 
Christianity ! 

He who faces the indifference in the world, the 
indifferenee in the Church, the mere religioushess and 
open infidelity, sees no evidence of a Church winning 
the world for Christ. Amid the roar of battle, the 
cynic utterance of professed leaders of Christian 
thought, and the denial of doctrine, the most vivid 
optimist finds no hint of the purple and gold of mil- 
lennial days. 

a the Church failed? 


° 

The kingdom idea has failed. It has failed because 
there never was a foundation for any such ddea. 
There is no such thought in the New Testament. 

The Church is not a kingdom. 

It is in no sense a kingdom, It has none of its 
characteristics. It has none of its nomenclature, 
office bearers nor organization. 

There is such a thing as the kingdom of Heaven. 
The kingdom of Heaven in its original intent was a 
kingdom whose source was in Heaven, its area on 
earth, and its king from Heaven. 

The King came and was rejected. The original 
kingdom was postponed. The kingdom of Heaven 
on earth to-day is an altogether different thing. It 
is the profession of a rejected king, now offered of 
God as a sacrifice for sin, a substitute for the sin- 
ner, a redeemer and saviour of men. 

The Church is in this kingdom of the profession 
of Christ. It is not a part of it. It. is absolutely 
distinct from it. You can enter the kingdom of 
Heaven by professing the name of Christ in baptism. 
You can enter the Church only through regeneration. 
All who are in the Church are necessarily in the 
kingdom of Heaven as a profession of Christ. All 
who are in the kingdom of Heaven are not neces- 
sarily in the Church. Unregenerate persons can en- 
ter the kingdom of Heaven. He who does not have 
the Spirit of Christ never crosses the threshold of the 
Church, The Church is in the regen of the king- 
dom of Heaven, it is not the kingdom of Christ. It 
is the spiritual Body of Christ, the manifestation of 
his life down here. 

The Church is in the world as a company of wit- 
nesses. 

It began officially with tongues. It is to witness 

with tongues. It is here to lift up the voice and wit- 
ness against this system of Satan and man called 
the “world,” that world which is “not of the Father.” 
It is to witness against it as did the ark of Noah 
when it was abuilding. It is here to reject, anffl un- 
compromisingly refect, the vain hope of human evo- 
lution Godward. It is here to testify to the neces- 
sity for a new and spiritual humanity; to confess that 
Jesus Christ is the one and only Saviour, and to walk 
in fellowship with him as a still rejected, but surely 
coming king. 
’ To talk of a kingdom while the king is in exile! To 
talk of the Church reigning and ruling over a world 
which has rejected the Lord and increasingly does so! 
To accept_a kingdom from the hands of a world which 
refuses to own and surrender to him would be as 
strangely inconsistent as it would be for a queen to 
accept -a kingdom from the hands of men still red 
with the blood of her husband. It would be ‘evi- 
dent. that. she had failed to apprehend her husband 
or had far departed from the principles which led to 
his death. To talk of the Church reigning and ruling 
in a world over which there still falls the shadow 
of the cross and the unavenged murder of its victim, 
would be a witness that the Church had either never 
apprehended him who died for her, or had turned 
away from the principles which led to his death. 

There can be no kingdom of Christ on earth till 
he himself shall come. 

Not till he comes in the clouds of Heaven -ill the 
world fall at his feet. Not by preaching of the 
Gospel is the world to be won and the kingdom es- 
tablished, but by the appearing of the king. He is 
coming, not softly as when morning light breaks 
through the dawn; not gently as when a lover’s kiss 
is laid on upturned lips which welcome and respond 
to desire; not with unwrinkled brow, with gladsome 
smile and olive branch of peace.. Nay! he is com- 
ing as when the storm’s sword-gleam is thrust from 
east to west. He is coming as when the thunder 
peals in splintered echoes from crag to crag. He 
is coming as a man of war with a rod of.iron to put 
down all rule, all authority and power, trample all 
opposition beneath his feet, set up the everlasting 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


kingdom whose peace shall be based on law and 
justice, on infinite might, on unchanging righteous- 
ness and abiding truth. 

Till he comes the kingdom is in abeyance; and we 
who frre his are to be foreigners and travelers, simply 
visitors here, waiting, and witnessing while we wait, 
till he does come. 

As Christians we are commissioned of truth to 
recognize the greatness of the Reformation. We 
are to recognize Luther as raised and called of God; 
that he lived up to the measure of his spiritual light, 
met his opportunity, loosed the Church from the 
shackles of superstition and the villany of priest- 
craft, set the Gospel free and brought the individual 
soul into intimate, conscious contact. with God and 
Christ. 

But-when we own all this and give unstinted thanks 
to God for his dispensational interference; while we 
encourage our hearts in contemplating the courage, 
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the loyalty to conviction, the unswerving faith and 
unselfish devotion of Luther, accepting with pro- 
found gratitude the man and the movement, we are 
in no wise to deceive ourselves into any gratulatory 
belief that the Reformation carried Christianity for- 
ward as the kingdom of Christ or opened the door 
to the world’s conversion by any preaching of the 
Gospel. We are to be as fearless as was Luther 
himself, and without hesitation to stand for the truth 
that, with all the good it did, the Reformation be- 
att and intensified the same fallacy which made 
ome apostate and leads it to-day with unchanged 
urpose to stretch forth its hands as the so-called 
ingdom of Christ for the sovereignty of the world; 
the fallacy which is leading Protestantism with 
Rome’s inherited error to lose sight of the King in 
the false vision of the Kingdom, and to forget that 
till He come as King there can be no Kingdom. 
New York Ciry. 





Saved from the Skimming Torpedo 


How the Nortons’ ship “sheered ” just in 
the nick of time 


By Edith Fox Norton 





HAKING bodies and tranquil hearts—how often 
have we experienced this parodox! 

For the past two years of the war we have 

been dwelling in the midst of daily and nightly perils. 

This is our story and that of. Willie Sneil. He 
is black and we are white but each of us is a servant 
of the Lord Jesus, and we have “seen His wonders in 
the deep” and are giving Him praise to-day for His 
“so great deliverance.” The Master whom we serve 
has done great things for us, “whereof we are glad.” 

Our visit to the Front and our experience under 
shell fire we would count among the least of the 
dangers we have passed. “The terror by night” has 
been an unceasing menace, and in our tiny flat in the 
heart of London we have not been free from that 
“terror” for the past two years. Zeppelin raids, day- 
light aeroplane raids, and lastly the terrible moon- 
light “Gotha” raids. We have been through them 
all; at the very heart of things. 

The last raid just before our sailing for America, 
in early September, occurred just before midnight 
on a beautiful moonlight night. A+ slight haze ob- 
scured. the face. of the sky, and the raiders had 
everything in their favor. We were aroused from 
our slumbers by the distant boom of falling bombs. 
It is not sacaliie to misinterpret that ominous sound 
when once you have heard it, and, half-awake, we 
stumbled to our feet. Nearer came the mighty 
crashes as the great birds of prey directed their 
flight toward us. We knew there was no time to 
descend to lower levels of safety, so just there with 
our backs against the stout inner wall we waited, 





Think of two hundred Belgian soldiers actually turned 
into soul-winners through the Christmas boxes that you 
helped to send to Belgium's army last year through the 
Nortons, the representatives of The Suniy School Times 
in the European war zone. It is a miracle that parallels 
that which God wrought through Andrew Murray when 
he secured two hundred missionaries from the men con- 
verted in Boer prison camps. Hundreds more, it is believed, 
have been won to Christ as their personal Saviour. 

The te Sey of deliverance on this page is warrant 
for believi God has a greater work yet to do through 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton. They are now in this 
country in connection with another Christmas Box cam- 
paign for this coming winter. From the funds already 
contributed, 31,500 Christmas boxes have already been 
contracted for. 


“I could really send out 200,000 of these boxes,” says 
Mr. Norton, “ if the funds were available to provide them. 
To the Belgian prisoners in Germany, of whom there are 
57,000, 6,500 of the boxes will go.” for 
these prisoners will contain. either Wh as last year, or 
socks, underclothing, and “handkerchiefs. There is need 
of these articles, since Belgian soldiers suffer in the cold 
from frozen feet, fingers, and ears. 

The real dynamite in these boxes, however, is the little 
portion of the Word of God, either a Gospel or a Testa- 
ment. These boxes will absorb 100, French and 
Flemish Gospels and ithe 50,000 French and Flemish 
Testaments which Mr. Norton has recently contracted for. 
To ask for an even larger co-operation than hitherto on 
the part of the Christian people of America in this enter- 
prise of evangelizing the Belgian soldiers, and through 
them eventually Belgium itself, the Nortons are now in 
the United States, and are o to consider a few en- 
gagements to tell the story of their wonderful work. They 
may. be addressed at 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Your gifts. for this marvelous work should be sent to the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, who is Treasurer 
of this Evangelistic Fund, C. G. Trumbull, at the same 











and one of us prayed audibly, “Oh, Lord, if we can 
serve Thee better by life than by death, save us.” 

All around us the bombs were falling with hid- 
eous detonations. Surely the next one would de- 
scend on our dwelling. But no, the crashes became 
fainter and the droning of the great machines, like 
great bees overhead, grew less distinct, and at last 
faded away in the distance. 

Realizing that we were indeed safe, we dressed and 
descended to see what devastation had been wrought. 
Around us in every direction, not so very many 
yards away, were the huge excavations caused by 
the explosions. Ambulances and fire engines were 
dashing in every direction, and we, looking up with 
thankful hearts, praised Him whose Angel had been 
“encamping around about us to deliver us.” 

Then came the day for sailing when the terrors of 
the deep must be faced. How terrible these dangers 
are one can only realize who has personally passed 
through the danger zone at sea, The scanty pas- 
senger list, the formidable preparations on board ship 


all brought it home to us. Of the military precau-. 


tions taken, of course, nothing shall be said, only 
that they were thorough and impressive, and of the 
suspense of the, ensuing days and nights I shall say 
that only His garrisoning and enfolding peace could 
have rendered it endurable. 

Then suddenly came our moment of supreme test- 
ing. I was sitting at the stern of the boat watching 
the gunners, to whom I had previously given Testa- 
ments, when they were off duty. Now they were at 
their posts, scrutinizing the horizon intently. I was 
watching them rather than the water. 

Suddenly one of them.leaped into the air. “Tor- 
pedo! Torpedo! Submarine!” he shouted, but on the 
bridge it had been sighted first, and the responsive 
ship swung out of its track and the deadly missile 
swept by only twenty yards distant. Others who saw 
the torpedo approaching say it was coming directly 
toward us and was headed amid-ship, when suddenly 
it was deflected and passed us harmlessly by. 

I did not watch its approach, but at the first cry of 
the gunner was flying down the deck searching for 
our cabin, where I knew -I would find my husband 
with his Bible. I remember not being able to find our 
number, and calling to the One who always hears, 
“Oh, Lord, help me to find my husband.” Then quite 
suddenly I found myself at our cabin. Hastening into 
our safety suits, we emerged on deck where the great 
guns were pounding away at the foe, and we were 
soon assured that for the time we were safe. 

“No weapon that is formed against thee shall pros- 
per,” said my husband. 


Then it was-that I first noticed Willie Snell. Close 
by us he stood, a stalwart black boy clad in blue 
serge, with a blue scarf around his neck. An officer 
near by spoke to me of him. “He is one of the three 
survivors of the Belgian Prince,” he said, “and is re- 
turning to America after being twice torpedoed.” 
Later in the day I sought him out and had a long 
talk with him. He was so visibly shaken and ner- 
vous that I would not let him talk much that day 
about his experiences. Finally, however, he confided 
his story to me. 

Of the sinking of the “Belgian Prince,” it is not 
necessary to say much, as the reading public is fa- 
miliar with the story in all its sickening details. How 
when the boat had been shelled, the submarine came 
alongside and bade all on board leave the boat and 
come aboard the submarine. Then how, after taking 
the Captain below, the men were deprived of their 
life belts, and the submarine after steaming some 
miles from the scene of the wreck, suddenly sub- 
merged, throwing the men helplessly into the water. 

Dozens were drowned, but two, stronger than the 
rest, swam back to the wreck and were eventually 
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picked up. Willie Snell could not have swam this 
flistance, but he had, with great presence of mind 
when taken on board hidden his life belt under his 
feet and later slipped it under his coat. 

When the submarine submerged he rose to the 
surface clutching his life belt; and supporting him- 
self thereon for the next eleven hours, -_ picked 
up by a patrol boat, he paddled slowly back toward 
the wrecked “Belgian Prince.” 

“I was jes’ about ready to give up,” he confided to 
me, “when dey picked me up, and dey all said I was 
nearer white den black, I was dat nigh gone.” 

Hig nervousness was painful as he spoke to me: 
“Dow you think we are mo’ safer to-day?” 

“Read this,” I assured him, and put in his hand a 
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ey copy of the Psalms, pointing to the Ninety-first 
salm. 

“Yas’m,” said he, when he had read the opening 
verse, “I done prove dat all right.” 

“Tell me about it” I said, ° 

“Well’m,” he started, “I was a sho’ ’nuf back- 
slider. I had forgot de Lord all. right. When I 
was thowd in de water I Gougne about my black 
sins and about de Lord, and den I says to him, ‘Lord, 
I knows you are here wid me in de water jes’ the 
same as on de land, and I knows you can save my 
soul and my body.’ So I keeps on prayin’ and I made 
up my min’ dat.I was through with the dancin’ an’ 
all de rest ef de Lord see fit to save'me and dat if He 
did, all de res’ of my life belongs to Him. 








SS 


Why is the Jew the Keystone of the World ? 


And why does God love Israei so much ? 





UT is he? Is the Jew so important a factor in 
the purposes of God as to be rightly designated 
“the Keystone of the World”? There are 
eminent theologians who deny it. They tell us the 
Jew has had his day, and lost his opportunity; that 
the Jew has no future. These scholars apply the 
unfulfilled Jewish promises to the Church, and b 
the process of interpretation called “spiritualizing” 
they dispose of the matter with a wave of the hand. 

The eystone, mind! Not merely the key, but the 
Keystone of the World.. When the keystone is out of 
its place the arch falls into ruin. That we now be- 
hold a world in ruin no one can doubt. Has the 
Jew anything to do with that? 

That the , Be is out of his place is clear enough. 
His place is in Palestine, These two things—Pales- 
tine and the Jew—belong together. When they are 
separated, overrenes seems to be out of place. The 
sd is the Keystone of the World, “When the 

ost High divided to the nations their inheritance, 
when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the 
bounds of the people according to the number of the 
children of Israel” (Deut. 32: 8). << 

Tsrael’s relation to the rest of the world is like 
that of a hub ‘to a wheel. If the wheel is to go 
properly, the hyb must be at the. center; put the huh 
anywhere else, and there is sure to be trouble. The 

eographical hub of. the world is the Jew, living 
Palestine. For many centuries the hub has been 
misplaced, with the natural result that there is con- 
fusion and retarded progress, to say the least of it. 


The Hub of the World-Wheel, and Why 


That God had a purpose in asranging the nations 
with Israel in the midst goes without saying. Surely 
he would not “set the bounds of the peoples accord- 
ing to the number of the children of Israel” without 
a reason. What that reason was is shown in an- 
other Scripture: “God... hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation; that they 
should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him, and find him” (Acts 17: 24-27). 

Linking these two Scriptures together, we see that 
God “set the bounds of the peoples according to the 
number of the children of Israel,” in order that the 
peoples, thus placed in relation to His chosen people. 
“should seek the Lord... and find him.” It is God’s 
purpose that somehow, through his ancient peopie 
Israel, the Gentile nations should come to know kim. 

That this purpose is to be fulfilled ultimately is 
clear; for in due time “He shall cause them that 
come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and 
pe i fill the face of the world with fruit” (Isa. 
27:6). 

This divine order for the salvation of men is every- 
where shown in the Word of God. Israel must be 
restored to the Land and to fellowship With Jehovah ; 
and then, through Israel, there shall go forth the 
universal blessing for which the world, waits. It is 
to Israel that the Prophet speaks, saying, in Isaiah 
60: 1-3, “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the 
glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee.- For, behold, 
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the peoples; but Jehovah will arise upon 
thee. ...” And then what? “... And the Gentiles 
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightaess 
of thy rising.” 

That is what the world is waiting for—Israel’s 
“rising,” their national resurrection. “For if the 
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the 
dead?” (Rom. 11:15.) The salvation we who are 
saved already enjoy is through the Jews, for it is 
ever true that “salvation is of the Jews” (John 4: 
22) ; but how truly wonderful it will be when, through 
reconciled Israel, “the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of Jehovah, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). 





By William L. Pettingil 
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“Wid dat I see a bright light and it kep’ a-gittin’ 
brighter and brighter ’til at last it shine right into 
my.soul. Den I felt happy, only I kep’ praying “dat 
if it was His will He would help somebody to find 


‘me, and, as I already told you, I was jes’ about 


ivin’ up, when de boat come and pick me up. Yes, 

a’am, He answered my prayer, and I sho’ am goi 
back to America and tell them all what de Tord 
done for my soul.” , 

So we thank the Lord from fervent hearts that He 
has been pleased to deliver us from the snare spread 
for our feet, and we rededicate ourselves to more 
yielded, selfless, and devoted service; for it is for 


that that our God has preserved us. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Dean of the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible 








“You may now go by rail from Cairo to within 
some fifty miles of Jerusalem,” says a missionary 
stieged ley the penfostion by the Beitish of a eeliaary 
sti rojection i of ami 

road across the desert between Egypt and Pales- 
tine, taking the place of the “ precarious caravan 
routes that have existed hitherto throughout the 
world’s history,” he adds: “ This railroad will bind 
together for the first time in history the two great 
cities, Cairo and Jerusalem, two historic and in- 
teresting countries, Egypt and Palestine, two great 
and undeveloped continents, Africa and Asia. 
You simply cannot measure the significance for 
the future of this iron highway which the necessi- 
ties of the war have forced through.” Does part of 
this significance apply to the possible use of this 
railroad for the new Exodus, of which Mr. Pettin- 

gill speaks in this article ? 





This is the message of the Vision of the Valley of 
A Bones in the beta igh chapter of Eze -" 

od promises ;to quicken: and save His - le Igtael : 
and bring them into their owh Nie ine shall © 
they know that He, Jehovah, has spoken and PEE. 
formed (vs. 12-14); and not only so, but when all 
this is done, then gshall:the heathen know. that. He, 


Jehovah, is the One who sanctifies Israel, when His 


Sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for ever- 
more (vs. 27, 28): ; 

This principle is again shown in the prayer of 
Israel contained in the Sixty-seventh, Psalm. Israel 
must first find the salvation of God before that sal- 
vation can fully reach the other peoples of the 
world: 


“God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
And cause his face to shine upon us; 
That thy way may be known upon earth, 
Thy salvation among all nations. ... 

God, even our own God, will bless us, 
And all the ends of the earth shall fear him.” 


The promise of Israel’s national conversion is the 
very core of the New Covenant: “Behold, the days 
come, saith Jehovah, that I will make a new cove- 
nant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah: not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which 
my covenant they brake, although I was a husband 
unto them, saith Jehovah. But this is the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
saith Jehovah: I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and in their heart will I write it; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. And they 
shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know Jehovah; for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith Jehovah: for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no 
more” (Jer. 31: 31-35). 

Thus it is, strangely enough, that the first “Chris- 
tian nation,” strictly speaking, will be the nation of 
Israel. Think of it! Every person in the nation, 
without a single exception, knowing God! “From the 
least of them unto the greatest of them.” What won- 
der that then there shall be world-wide blessing? 
“Behold, I will gather them out of all the countries, 
whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in 
my wrath, and in great indignation; and I will bring 
again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell 
safely. And they shall be my péople, and I will be 
their God: and I will give them one heart and one 
way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of 
them, and of their children after them: and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from following them, to do them good; 
and I will put my fear in their hearts, that they ‘may 
not depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them 





to do them good, and I will plant them in this land 
assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole 
soul»” (Jer. 32: 37-41). 

The Exodus from’ Egypt was one of the wonders 
of history, but there is coming such an Exodus of 
Jews from all the nations of the earth as shall en- 
tirely eclipse the Egyptian Exodus, and put it out of 
mind. This will be in connection with the ond 
Coming to earth of the Lord Jesus Christ, Israel’s 
Messiah and King, to re-establish and occupy the 
throne of His father David: 

“Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and he ‘shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute jiis- 
tice and righteousness in the larid. In his days: Judah 
shall be saved, arid Israel shall dwell safely; and this 
is his name whereby he shall be called: Jehovah our 
righteousness, Therefore, behold, the days come, 
saith Jehovah, that they shall no more say, As Je- 
hovah liveth, who brought up the children of Israel 
cut of the land of Egypt; but, As Jehovah liveth, who 
brought up and who led the seed of the house of 
Israel out of the north country [Russia?], and from 

I the ‘countfies . whithér ‘I. had. driven then’. And. 
‘they shail dwell “im: theit ‘dwn" land? (Jée: 2345-8). 
oa tHe time cometh, that I will gather all nations 
‘and tongues “And they shall come, and see my glory. 
And I wilh set a sign among them, and I will send 
such ‘aS eStape Of‘ them unto the’ nations .. . that 
have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; 
and they shall declare | glory among the nations. 
And they shall bring all your brethren out of all 
the nations-for an oblation unto Jehovah , . . to my 
holy mountain Jerusalem, saith Jehovah, as the chil- 
dren of Israel bring their oblation in a clean vessel 
into the house of Jehovah” (Isa. 66: 18-20). 

There is a very remarkable key passage in Hosea 
3:4,.5, a Scripture dating back to the‘days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, twenty-seven 
liundred years ago. When the words were uttered, 
they must have seemed contrary to nature and im- 
possible of fulfilment. Yet they have been fulfilled 
in part with great literalness. ho can doubt that 
their fulfilment will be finished? “For the children 
of Israel shall. abide many days without king, and 
without prince, and without sacrifice, and without 
pillar, and without ephod or teraphim.” 


How a Great Prophecy is Being Fulfilled 

This is fulfilled, literally fulfilled, before our eyes. 
This people without a home, without a country, 
without a government, without even the Passover 
sacrifice—and yet delivered from the idol worship 
which was formerly a national sin ;—this people has 
beeh the problem of the historian, the marvel of the 
world, for more than two thousand years. But the 
Prophet did not stop there. He went on: “After- 
ward shall the children of Israel return, and seek 
Jehovah their God, and David their king, and shall 
come with fear unto Jehovah and to his goodness in 
the latter days.” 

This also shall come to pass, for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it, and He is not a man that He 
should lie. 

I have said that Palestine and Israel belong to- 
gether. It remains to be said that even. more do 
Christ and Israel belong together. It is because they 
know Him not that they cortinue in the Dispersion 
and in national blindness. The time is near, how- 
ever, for the veil to be removed from the heart of 
the nation. When He shall come again who is their 
Messiah though they know Him not, they shall look 
upon Him whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for Him as when one mourneth for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for Him as one that is 
in bitterness for his firstborn. “In that day there 
shall be a fountain opened to the house of Dawid and 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for un- 
cleanness. .. . And one shall say unto him, What 
are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall an- 
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swer, Those with which I was wounded in the house 
of my friends” (Zech. 12: 10 to 13:6). 

The promise has been given that His people shall 
be will in the day of His power (Psa. 110), 
though they were not willing in the day of His 
humiliation. How often was He willing, but they 
were not willing—they “would not.” 

Why does God love Israel so much? Who can 
tell? In Deuteronomy is found the only word ap- 
proaching an answer to the query. “Jehovah did not 
set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye 
were more in number than any people; for ye were 
the fewest of all peoples: but because Jehovah loveth 
you, and because he would keep the oath which he 
sware unto your fathers, hath Jehovah brought you 
out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of 
the house of bondage” (Deut. 7:7, 8). 

I have a friend who says that that reads like “a 
woman’s reason”—He loves them because He loves 
them. But what can we expect? Love never stops to 
explain herself; ay love cannot be explained. 
ae a thankful we are that love is, and that God 
is love 

Let it suffice for us to know that God does love 
Israel, and that He has made many wonderful prom- 
ises to them in His grace, And since He is faithful 
who has thus promised, let us confidently look for 
the full and exact accomplishment of every promise. 
The Jew is the ~ ome of the World—the Jew in 
the Land. He shall be brought into the Land. Jeru- 
salem has known much of suffering, and the Great 
Tribulation, which is pre-eminently “the day of 
Jacob’s trouble,” is yet future, but finally the city, 
and the people, and the land, shall come to their own, 
according to the immutable decree of the God of 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob. He it is who 
has said: 

“For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and.for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her righteous- 
ness go forth as brightness, and her salvation as a 
lamp that burneth. And the nations shall see thy 
righteousness, and all kings thy glory; and thou 
shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of 
Jehovah shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown of 
beauty in the hand of Jehovah, and a royal diadem 
in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt no more be 
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termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be 
termed Desolate: but thou shalt be.called Hephzi-bah 
[My delight is in her], and thy land Beulah [Mar- 
ried]; for Jehovah delighteth in thee, . . . and as the 
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, s@ shall thy 
God rejoice over thee. 

“I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem ; 
they shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye 
that are Jehovah’s remembrancers, take ye no rest, 
and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he 
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth” (Isa. 62: 1-7). 

Israel now suffers in darkness. But her rejection 
is neither complete nor final. “Blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in.” It is “in part,” and it is “until.” When 
the Church is completed and removed to meet her 
Lord, then shall speedily come Israel’s restoration. 
“And so all Israel shall be saved, as it is written.” 
The Scripture cannot be broken. 


“ Behold, O God, Thy chosen race, 
The stock whence sprang Immanuel, 
Scattered and pegled, and without place 
In all the earth’ wherein to dwell. 
Have mercy, Lord, on Israel! 


“As severed branches long they've lain, 
Their sight obscured by blinding scale; 
Yet Thou canst graft them in again, 
And from their eyes remove the veil. 
Have mercy, Lord, on Israel! 


“Me whom they pierced they shall behold’; 
Saviour, can this Thy promise fail? 
For these long outcast from thy fold 
Shall not thy cleansing blood avail? 
Have mercy, Lord, on Israel! 


“Daughter of Zion, rise, prepare 
Thy long rejected King to hail; 
Lift up thy penitential prayer 
From Judah’s every hill and vale. 
Have mercy, Lord, on Israel! 


“Oh, when Thou comest in the clouds, 
And all the tribes of earth shall wail; 
The sleeping dead cast off their shrouds, 
he sun grow dark, the skies turn pale. 

Have mercy, Lord, on Israel!” 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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architect’s cubit of fourteen and two-fifths inches, and 
a jeweler’s cubit of ten and four-fifths inches, in 
ratio to each other as three, four, and five, like the 
sides of a right-angled triangle. Thus the smallest 
cubit was the “cubit”; the cubit of fourteen and two- 
fifths inches was “the cubit of a cubit and a hand- 
breadth,” the architect’s cubit; and the surveyor’s 
cubit was the great cubit of eighteen inches. Thus 
also, Ehud’s sword or dagger of “a cubit,” being 
made by the jeweler’s cubit of ten and four-fifths 
inches would be of a length that fits the story wéll. 

Very vigorous opposition has been made to Mr. 
Caldecott’s view, The greatest authorities on ancient 
long: measures absolutely repudiate this three-cubit 
system as not based upon facts. Assyriologists, also, 
of the very highest authority in the translation of 
cuneiform, have declared that Mr. Caldecott’s trans- 
lation of the Senkereh tablet is based upon a miscon- 
ception. The most easily accessible presentation of 
the case for the Assyriologists opposed to Mr. Calde- 
cott is that by Professor Barton, the distinguished 
cuneiform scholar of Bryn Mawr, in “The Bible and 
Archeology.” Mr. Caldecott did not claim to be an 
Assyriological expert in the broadest sense, but only 
a scholar fairly well acquainted with cuneiform 
script who had made a discovery. 

Over against this opposition of scholars stands the 
confirmation of Mr. Caldecott’s discovery by physical 
tests. The scale of Gudea is one drawn on a tablet 
held in the lap of a statue of King Gudea. The 
monument is in the Louvre Museum. This scale 
defied successful interpretation until Mr. Caldecott’s 
triple cubit system was applied to it, when it was 
found to be a very simple scale for the measure- 
ment of material by either of the three cubits, a 
scale similar in character to the complicated scale on 
a carpenter’s square. 

Mr. Caldecott gave his scale for test also to a Lon- 
don architect, with Ezekiel’s description of the tem- 
ple. The architect drew out the plan of the temple 
with perfect ease. It was not only. possible, but there 
was produced a beautiful and symmetrical building. 
But a single. difficulty was met and that was easily ac- 
counted for as a copyist’s mistake, copying one num- 
ber. for’another which much resembled it. Josephus’ 
description of Herod’s. temple produced, according 
to Mr- Caldecott’s three cubit system, another beauti- 
ful and symmetrical. building, 

Again, it is-well known that the Hebrews were 
accustomed to carry drains from buildings out under 
a-door-sill. On the rock surface of the temple area 
at Jerusalem there still remains an old drain from 


"Did Zerubbabel Build Ezekiel’s Temple ? 


What archeology and theology say about it 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





archeology, occupies neutral territory, around 

it are warring factions, archeologists clashing 
over the length of the cubit on one side and theolo- 
gians clashing about the meaning of Ezekiel’s vision 
on the other side. We are interested in archeology, 
but not a word can be said on that side of the subject 
without getting into the strife there. And we are also 
very sympathetic with theology, yet cannot say any- 
thing on that side of the subject without being sus- 
pected of violating neutrality in that direction. 

Let us take a look at the difficulties of this case: 
There are many difficulties about the measurements 
of Ezekiel’s temple which are common to other con- 
structions and measurements in the Old Testament. 
Very many have tried to reconstruct the tabernacle 
and Solomon’s temple from the measurements and 
directions given in the Bible for their construction. 
Very many, alas, have failed altogether in their at- 
tempts and have given up the task as impossible, while 
those who have succeeded have done so only by the 
assistance of special devices and suppositions and 
overlappings, and have differed very much from each 
other also, according to the particular devices and 
suppositions and overlappings adopted by each sever- 
ally. As usual in such cases, each one is perfectly 
sure that his particular reconstruction is correct, 
while everybody else is very sure that not more 
than one is correct and very suspicious that all are 
wrong. 

Ezekiel’s temple has been declared by some com- 
mentators to be impossible of construction; to be in 
part, at least, ideal, but not intended ever to be actu- 
ally built, unless it should be in some new dispensa- 
tion and new order of things in this world of which 
we know nothing now. Also, Josephus’ account of 
Herod’s temple has been given up as hopelessly faulty, 
so full of mistakes, indeed, that no building could 
be constructed according to such measurements. 

What are we to conclude from these difficulties? 
that all ancient peoples of Bible lands were so in- 
competent in their architectural plans that no re- 
liance is to be placed upon any description given of 
their buildings? Such a conclusion is abhorrent; we 
cannot but recoil from it. 

There are other Biblical difficulties about the cubit 
itself. The latest and best Bible Dictionary, the In- 


A zt. the plan of Ezekiel’s Temple, in 


ternational Standard Bible Encyclopedia, in the 
article on the cubit by H. Porter, distinctly recognizes 
these difficulties while at the same time presenting the 
generally accepted interpretation of the cubit itself. 

When the Bible speaks of “the cubit” all seems 
simple enough. But what are we to do with such 
expressions as “the cubit of a cubit and a hand- 
breadth”? Can this mean anything else than that 
there was a cubit other than the ordinary cubit 
which was a hand-breadth longer? What shall we 
do with the expression about a “cubit according to 
the measure of a man”? Does that not seem to im- 
ply that there was some other cubit not “according 
to the measure,of a man”? How can any meaning 
be attached to the “great cubit,” except on the sup- 
position that there was a smaller cubit? Then, if the 
cubit was always eighteen inches long, as generally 
claimed, what are we to make out of the story of 
Ehud and his sword or dagger of a cubit length which 
he hid on his thigh and thrust into the king’s belly 
until it disappeared and the flesh closed over it? 

These difficulties infuse a new element of inquiry 
into the discussion, an inquiry concerning the unity 
of standard for the cubit, This question is entirely 
a question of fact: the notion is quite admissible as 
a theory. More than one standard cubit would be 
nothing“ unusual. Who does not remember the try- 
ing days when we learned the tables of long measure 
and struggled over the distinction between the 
ell English and the ell Flemish and the ell French? 
And how often do dishonest merchants still take 
advantage of the ignorance of people to substitute 
for each other the wine gallon, the milk gallon, and 
the dry gallori? 

About 1900 the Reverend W. Shaw Caldecott, of 
South Africa, published the claim to have discovered 
that the Semitic people also had three ells of long 
measure which they called cubits. Is this so-called 
discovery a fact, or only a theory and probably a 
mistaken one at that? The discovery claimed by 
Mr. Caldecott was based upon the Senkereh tablet, 
a cuneiform tablet in the British Museum, long rec- 
ognized as a mathematical tablet but given up as 
baffling by the best Assyriologists of the world. 
The results of his discovery were that the ancient 
Babylonians, and through them the Hebrews, had 
three cubits, a surveyor’s cubit of eighteen inches, an 





Herod’s temple, and a few indications of points on 
the rock at which the walls of the temple touched. 
When Herod’s temple was drawn by the architect 
with Mr. Caldecott’s tables and Josephus’ descrip- 
tion, the building fitted exactly upon these various 
points still apparent on the temple area and the old 
drain came out from under a door-sill. 

I am really in a quandary. I am greatly influenced 
by the opinion of Assyriological experts about the 
translation of the cuneiform of the Senkereh tablet. 
It is very difficult to ignore their positive opinions. 
But on the other hand, I am deeply impressed by the 
seeming facts of these physical tests. I am disposed 
to hold to the reality and correctness of the three 
cubit system tentatively until further light appears. 

Now comes the theological complication. Ezekiel’s 
vision, including as it does the description of the 
temple, figures very largely in the discussion about 
the millennial reign of Christ upon earth at the 
Second Advent. With some premillennialists the 
temple described by Ezekiel has figured as one of the 
elements of the ideal coriditions of the millennial 
reign of our Lord after his advent. Naturally those 
who have laid much stress upon this will be reluctant 
to admit as real a discovery which takes away all 
ideal elements in the description of the temple of 
Ezekiel, and makes it to have been actually built in 
the days of Zerubbabel and afterwards copied, in 
large measure, in Herod’s temple. Naturally also, 
postmillennialists will be more inclined to look fa- 
vorably toward a discovery which makes Ezekiel’s 
vision of the temple to have been already fulfilled. 

I will not enter into this discussion. Those who 
wish to do go may consider this discovery claimed 
by Mr. Caldecott and the opposition made to it/by 
experts in contrast with the Confirmation of it by 
physical tests, and decide for themselves. But I will 
state my own view clearly. 

Truth is harmonious. If one truth conflicts with 
another, one is not a truth or elements of error are 
to be found in both, But it is quite possible to see 
how this is not inharmonious with either of the op- 
posing views of the millennial question. For the 
temple was but a small part of Ezekiel’s vision, 
though it occupied a large place in the descrip- 
tion of the vision. Even if the temple vision has 
been fulfilled and the temple actually built, that ful- 
fillment may be an event through which the prophet 
looks to some greater event yet to come, after the 
common scheme of prophecy. And there still re- 
main other most important parts of Ezekiel’s vision 
which certainly have not yet nad fulfilment. 

So the temple that Ezekiel planned was probably 
the temple that Zerubbabel built. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Preparing Officers for the Sunday-School Army 


How the local 





-School can have a little West Point of its own 





intendents I have asked the question as to how 

many present, before they became superinten- 
dents, had ever read a book on Sunday-school organ- 
ization, or, having been selected as good future possi- 
bilities as officers, had had placed in their hands 
some informing book on the work. The response 
has been practically nil. Most of these men who are 
earnestly seeking to do good work have been sum- 
moned to immediate service without preparation. | 

The most serious business before our nation just 
now, in a military sense, is the adequate training of 
the officers who are to command our new armies. 
The men in the ranks, zealous, loyal, anxious to make 
their contribution, would achieve nothing worth while 
unless led by trained officers. So at Plattsburgh, 
N. Y., and other centers thousands of high-grade 
men have been for weeks drilling in how to lead the 
armies of the country. 

The Sandancebeel Army, with an enrolment of 
nearly 35,000,000, has no Plattsburgh or anything com- 
parable to it for the training of its officers. We have 
stumbled upon our leadership. They have been born 
out of the necessities of the hour. 

This has not been altogether true, for the last four 
or five years, of the officers of the higher command. 
At Lake Geneva, Wis., there is an International 
Sunday School Association Summer School where 
each summer, for several weeks, some training work 
is attempted for such organization officers as Secre- 
taries of State Associations and State Department 
officers.2 

But no adequate plan has been developed for the 
training of all the officers of the local Sunday-school, 


Aen and again in large gatherings of super- 


- upon whom the cause must depend for real results. 
A very little has been attempted here and there to 


train superintendents, and occasionally Sunday-school 


’ secretaries, but it has hardly touched the fringe of 


the need. 

My experience of thirty-one years as a Sunday- 
school superintendent has taught me that young 
people of the later teens, if given the vision an 
opportunity of service and some training for it, are 
ready to do hard, faithful, and intelligent work. It 
is our serious mistake that we have lost them at the 
strategic point of their lives because we offered noth- 
ing but insignificant jobs and gave them no trainin 
even for these, When in the Senior Department o 
my own school I called for volunteers to train in a 
class for executive leadership in the school, thirty- 
five of our brightest young people responded. 

In a State Sunday-school convention in Ohio I 
saw a thousand young ‘people in their late teens 
march to the platform of the convention, and in 
thrilling speeches by their: leaders offer themselves 
for Sunday-school service for their state. 

By Sunday-school officers I do not mean superin- 
tendents and secretaries alone. I refer to the whole 
line of workers made necessary by our modern or- 
ay song and the demand upon the Sunday-schoci 

y the home, the church, and the community for 
leaders to meet the insistent calls for a broader 
program. 

Not alone have we the demand for such leadership 
and the material for it in our young people, but we 
have now the text-books for training bearing upon 
every phase of the Sunday-school’s activities. The 
large amount and character of this material will 
surprise the average worker. These books consti- 
tute a library of rare value, Placed in the hands of 
present officers or of young people who are to be 
prepared for future service, these books will be 
found a training library of highest value. 

The chief need at this time is to tell people about 
this material and to suggest a practical plan by which 
they can start this scheme of officer-training. 

For several years past the Committee on Education 
of the International Sunday School Association, an4 
at least one denominational agency, have been work- 
ing on a plan of officer-training and ‘of recognition 
of the completion of the course. And I want to 
suggest a simple plan, outlined by me several years 
ago at the Lake Geneva Training School, by which 
our young people can begin their training for leader- 
ship service. 

I would suggest that the young people who should 
prepare for official service be called together and the 
plan be explained: namely, to form an officer-train- 
ing class for say a six-months’ course, the class to 
meet during the lesson hour or during the week. The 
pastor, superintendent, or some officer or teacher 
could take the class. 





2Full information can be obtained from the Dean of the 
School, W. C. Pearce, 1416 Mallers Building, Chicago. 








“Do you not think you are devoting much 
time and strength to the Sunday-school?” asked 
Horace Bushnell, just after the Civil War, of his 
friend, Henry Clay Trumbull, who was throwing 
all his life energy into Sunday-school work. Mr. 
Trumbull replied that he did not think so. Years 
after, Dr. Bushnell admitted to Dr. Trumbull that 
the latter knew better than he did the place where 
the Lord wanted him. “I honestly thought the 

it was a er place for you,” said Dr. Bush- 

“and I to get you into it. But now I 
have come to see that the work you are doing is 

the greatest work in the world.” 








It would be good, of course, if all the class should 
have previously taken up a teacher-training course as 
a general basis, but this is not essential for the pur- 
poses of this plan. It is necessary, however, that the 
whole class take up together some book on Sunday- 
school organization, so that they will know some- 
thing about the institution within which and for 
which they will do their service and will realize the 
scope of the Sunday-school’s work. These lessons 
on Sunday-school organization may came from any 
one of a number of books, such as: 


“The Church School,” by W. S. Athearn (Pilgrim 
Press, Boston, $1). , 

‘The Modern Sunday School and Its Present Day 
Task,” by Henry F. Cope (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, $1.15 net). 

“Efficiency in the Sunday School,” by Henry F. 
Cope (George H. Doran Co., New York, $1 net). 

“The Graded Sunday-school,” by Henry H. 
Meyer (Eaton and Mains, 75 cents net). 

“Organizing: and Building Up the Sunday-school,” 
ww Jesse Lyman Hurlbut (Methodist Book Concern, 

ew York, 65 cents net). 

“The Sunday School Organized for Service,” by 
Marion Lawrance (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 75 cents 
net; boards, 50 cents net). 

“How to Conduct a Sunday-school,” by Marion 
Lawrance (Revell, $1.35 net).. 

“The Sunday School at Work,” edited by John T. 
Faris (Presbyterian Board, Philadelphia, $1.25). 

“The Sunday-School of To-day,” by Wm. Walter 
Smith (Revell, $1.25 net). 

Twelve lessons may be given to the organized 
Sunday-school, the students using note-books. 


The next step is for each student to elect the 
service for which he will prepare. The following 
will enable every one to find something of a suitable 
nature, no matter what the taste: 


Superintendent. 

Assistant Superintendent. 

Superintendent of Cradle Roll. 

Superintendent of Beginners’ Department. 

Superintendent of Sreeety Seperemnent. 

Superintendent of Junior Department, 

Superintendent of Intermediate Department. 

Superintendent of Senior Department. 

Superintendent of Adult Department. 

Superintendent of Home Department. 

Superintendent of Officer and Teacher-Training. 

Educational Superintendent, including Grading, 
Promotions, Supplemental, and Hand-work. 

The Secretary. 

The Treasurer. 

The Librarian. 

The Chorister. 

The Missionary Committee. 

The Temperance Committee. 

The Purity Committee. 

The Committee on School Building. 

The Committee on Social Service, 

The Publicity Committee. 

The Social Committee. 

The Athletic Committee. 

The Committee on Organizations. 

The Committee on Special Days. 

The Visiting Committee. 

The Committee on Parents’ Work. 

The Committee on Evangelism. 


Here are twenty-nine distinct avenues of special 
service. If you will read the list carefully you will 
see that everything indicated here should be consid- 
ered a part of the work of any well-organized school. 
This may not mean that there should be an officer for 
each service indicated. In some cases several of these 
lines can be combined in one officer, such as Home 
Department and Parents’ Work, Temperance and 
Purity, Social and Athletic, Secretary. and Publicity. 


By Frank L. 


Sunday School 





But each distinct service should be specially pre- 
pared for. 

_ Best of all, there are books available now for each 
line of specialization. I am indicating a few only of 
these books below. For those who wish a complete 
list and who desire to take up any of these lines of 
service I would refer to “Sunday School Officers 
Manual” (Abingdon Press, New York City, 50 cents), 
which indicates practical plans of service for each 
officer and suggests the practise work required for 
effective training. 

The plan of specialization preparation can be easily 
comprehended if I indicate its application to some of 
these officers. The specialization reading must be 
done at home and the thesis and practise work re- 
ported to the teacher or class for criticism. 

When the course is completed these students should 
receive public recognition by the pastor in the church 
service and be dedicated to their work. They should 
= be given a distinct task in the Sunday-school 
ife. 
The plan follows: 


For the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent: 
1. Required book on Sunday-school organization. 
2. Specialization —“How to Conduct a Sunday School,” by 
Marion Lawrance (Revell, $1.35 net).: 

“The Superintendent and His Work,” by Frank L. 
Brown (Methodist Book Concern, New York, 75 
cents net). 

“Sunday School Success,” by Amos R. Wells (Revell, 
$1.15 net). 

g. Practise Work.—Plan the program and take charge of 
the school session for two or more Sundays. 

4. Thesis.—Outline an effective plan for the organization 
of the local school as related to teachers, scholars, 
the home and community. . 


Cradie Roll Superintendent: 

1. Required book as above. 

2. Specialization.—“The Elementary Worker and His 
Work,” by Alice Jacobs and Emma C. Lincoln 
(Methodist Book Concern, New York, 75 cents net), 

“Elementary Division Organized ‘for Service,” by Mary 
Foster. Bryner (Revell, New York, so cents net). 

3. Practise —Carry through a campaign for a definite 
number of Cradle Roll members. 

4 Thesis.—State five good reasons for the organization of 
a Cradle Roll and five interesting plans for the 
department. 


Primary Superintendent: 

1. Required book. 

2. Specialization—“The Elementary Worker and His 
Work,” by Alice Jacobs and Emma C. Lincoln 
(Methodist Book Concern, New York, 75 cents net). 

“Our Primary Department,” by Wm. H. Murray 
(The Sunday School Times Company, Philadel- 
phia, s0 cents net). 

“The Elementary Division Organized for Service,” 
by Mary Foster Bryner (Revell, so cents net). 


3. Practise.—Visit two other Sunday-schools and res ~ 


port defects and good points of the Primary 
work. Teach the lesson for one month in local 
school, 

4 Thesis—Prepare a model Primary program for 
Easter, Children’s Day, or Christmas, 


Intermediate Superintendent: 

1. Required book. 

2. Specialization—“The Intermediate Worker and His 
Work,” by Edward S. Lewis (Methodist Book Con- 
cern, 75 cents net). 

“The Secondary Division,” by John L. Alexander 
(Revell, so cents net). 

“The Sunday School and the Teens,” edited by John L. 
Alexander (Association Press, New York, $1). 

3. Practise.—Teach an Intermediate class for a month, or 
plan and lead a missionary meeting for Intermedi- 
ates, or superintend the department for two Sun- 


days. 

4 Thesis. Outline a plan of organization for an Inter- 
mediate class. Or suggest an effective plan of 
organization for the local Intermediate classes or 
department. 


Secretary: 

3. Required book. 

a. Specialization —“The Sunday School Secretary,” by 
Ralph N. McEntire (Methodist Book Concern, 
$1.25 net). 

3 Practise.—Assist the school secretary for a month. 
Visit another school and report concerning secre- 
tarial plan of that school with criticism. 

4 Thesis—Present a proper follow-up plan for absentees, 
or a proper secretarial plan for the local school, or 
an adequate plan for securing and hélding the 
scholar. 


Chorister: 
1. Required book. 
a. Specialization.—“Worship in the Church School,” by 
Hugh Hartshorne (Charles Scribner’s Séns, New 
York City, 55 cents net). 


(Continued on page 560) 
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3 LESSON 3. OCTOBER 21. THE TEMPLE REBUILT AND DEDICATED 


Ezra 3 : 8-13; 6: 14-18. Commit Ezra 6: 14, 15 
Golden Text.—Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise.—Psalm 100 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
“ ELP save 57 years every day!” That is the 
H way an advertisement of the New York Tele- 
phone Company was headed in a recent issue 
of the New York Times, It pointed out that the Bell 
System handles thirty million calls every day; and 
that if telephone users, by a little thoughtfulness and 
care, would ‘save an average of one minute on each 
call, the saving in productive time would amount to 
57 years every day. Ways that would help to save 
time were mentioned, such as looking in the book 
and making sure of the right number, talking clearly 
and distinctly, and answering all telephone calls 
promptly. The telephone-using public was asked to 
do this in order to make their contribution to Na- 
tional Efficiency in this crisis time. It was a sensi- 
ble, challenging advertisement. Are we Christian 
people seeking to use the precious minutes. of the 
time God has given us so that our whole time shall 
‘be used literally in his honor and glory? Perhaps 
the temple buiiders in Ezra’s day were extra careful 
to use thcir temple-building time without waste, and 
with all diligence, “as unto the Lord.” And all 
Christians ought to be temple builders. 


Our Background Material 


Only the beginning and ending of the building of 
the temple are given in our lesson selection; but be- 
tween the beginning and the end were sixteen years 
of. difficulty, attacks, and faith-festing from the ad- 
versary. ring the leading facts of chapters 4, 5, 
and 6 before the class. These facts are set forth by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2, 3). In his pamphlet 
“How God’s People Went to Pieces” he notes: 
“Samaritan colonists, whose offers had-been rejected, 
used every effort to oppose the endeavors of the re- 
turned exiles. Not only so, but those who returned 
were largely occupied in building good houses for 
thenisélves and contracting mixed marriages.” (This 
pamphlet; covering the six months’ lessons from: July 
to December, with a valuable list of books bearing on 
the lessons, may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company, five cents for three copies, or two 
cents each, postpaid; it will be useful in the hands 
of each member of a class.) 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face Sgnete at the end 

of certain payapeeone in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


They got ready for the temple building by careful 
observance -of God’s law (3:3-6). And then ghey 
began the work itself in systematic, efficient, busi- 


ness fashion (v. 7). Religion and efficiency go to-— 


gether; neither one is at its best without the other. 

not miss this opportunity to bring before the 
class the fundamental meaning of temples in the 
Word of God, and the facts about the various tem- 
ples described in the Bible. To. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
the writer is indebted for the following: 


It is important to think of the three temples 
mentioned in Scripture, because, though in many 
respects different, their meaning and purpose were 
the same. First came this temple at Jerusalem; 
then we read of our Lord and “the temple of his 
body” (John 2:21) ;. and last of all the Christian 
Church is described as “the temple of God” (1 Cor. 
3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16). All three came from God 
and were according to a definite plan, and the 
spiritual purpose of each is identical, whether we 
think of the Jewish temple, the Lord Jesus Christ 
in his earthly manifestation, or the Christian 
Church to-day. The temple was: 


1. The Place of God’s Presence, To the Jews 
the temple was the one spot where God was to be 
found. The Lord Jesus Christ was “God manifest 
in the flesh.” And the Christian Church, God’s 
people to-day, represents a habitation of God 
(Eph. 2: 20, 21). i 

2. The Revelation of God’s Will. The temple 
was the place where God taught his people (Psa. 
73:17). Christ was the manifestation of God’s 
truth (John 14:6). And to-day Christian people 
receive through the Holy Spirit by the Word what- 
ever God has to tell them. 

3. The Sphere of God’s Worship. We know that 
the temple was the place where God was to be ap- 
proached. We also know that in and through 
Christ men are to draw near to God. And Chris- 
tian people alone, as the temple of God, know what 
worship means. 


3 : 8 Now in the second year of their coming unto the house 
of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerub- 
babel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, 
and the rest of their brethren the priests and the Levites, 
and all they that were come out of the captivity unto Jeru- 
salem, and appointed the Levites, from twenty years old 
and upward, to have the oversight of the work of the 
house of Jehovah. 9 Then stood Jeshua with his sons and 
his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of * Judah, 
®together, to have the oversight of the workmen in the 
house of God: the sons of Henadad, with their sons and 
their brethren the Levites. 10 And when the builders laid 
the foundation of the temple of Jehovah, ‘they set the 


priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the - 


sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise Jehovah, after the 
order of David king of Israel. 11 And they sang one to 
another in praising and: giving thanks unto Jehovah, say- 
ing, For he is good, for his lovingkindness endureth for 
ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great 
shout, when they praised Jehovah, because the foundation 
of the house of Jehovah was laid. 12 But many of the 
priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ houses, the old 
men that had seen § the first house, when the foundation of 
this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud 
voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: 13 so that the 
people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy 
from the noise of the weeping of the people; for the people 
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard 
afar off. 

6:14 And the elders of the Jews builded and prospered, 
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zech- 
ariah the son of Iddo. And they builded and finished it, 
according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and 
according to the decree. of Cyrus, and Darius and Artax- 
erxes king of Persia. 15 And this house was finished on the 
third day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth year 
of the reign of Darius the king. 

16 And the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites, 
and the rest of the children of the captivity, kept the 
dedication of this house of God with joy. 17 And they 
offered at the dedication of this house of God a hundred 
bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for 
a sin-offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, according to 
the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 And they set the 
priests in their divisions, and the Levites in their courses, 
for the service of God, which is at Jerusalem; as it is 
written in the book of Moses. 


2Or, set forward the work In ch. 2.40, Hodaviah. 
*Heb. as one. * According to some MSS., the priests 
stood. ®Or, the first house standing on its foundation, 
when this house was before their eyes 


The American Revision cop right, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








As, therefore, we think of the temple and its 
Divine purpose, we cannot help realizing that it is 
the glory of our life to-day to be temples of God, 
places for the indwelling and abiding of Christ 
and his Spirit and intended to show forth God’s 
praise. Just as the temple was intended to be to 
the Jews a revelation of God; just as our Lord 
during his time on earth was the manifestation of 
God (John 14:9); so to-day we, by the Holy 
Spirit, are intended to reveal to others what God 
is, what his grace has done and can do. 


An illuminating study of the temples of the Bible, 
in the past, in the present, and in times to come,— 
both during the Millennium of our Lord’s personal 
reign on this earth, and after the Millennium,—is 
given in a pamphlet entitled “The Temples” (to be 
had from Miss Homer-Dixon, Homewood, Niagara 
Falls, Ontario, Can., by enclosing a two-cent stamp). 

Music just had to be a part of the temple building 
and the temple dedication (3:10; 6:16)! It is more 
than likely, says Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1) that some 
of our Psalms were used on this occasion (Psalms 
106-108, 136). The effect of music and singing on 
hard work is interestingly set forth by Mr. Ridgway 
(1). The manner in which the people sang respon- 
sively is explained by Dr. Mackie (1, 2). 

The weeping of “the old men that had seen the 
first house” is just a blessed touch of human nature. 
Why should the old men haye wept? This is dis- 
cussed by Dr. Mackie (3), and by Mr. Rogers (1). 
And we may be pretty sure that this weeping was not 
in expression of sorrow only, but that joy may have 
been mingled with the weeping in the same hearts. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Music must have a large place in God’s religion. 
For God's religion is Good News,—the best. news in 
the history of the universe. The sacrifices that were 
offered at the dedication of the temple (6:17) told 
out the story of the Good News: as the blood of 
those animals was poured out before God, so God 
the Son, in the fulness of time, was going to pour 
out his own blood to pay the death-penalty that all 
mankind deserve, in order that all who believe on 
him and accept his blood-sacrifice as their substitute 
may be saved and have eternal life. 

That ts something to sing about, and to shout 
about, and to rejoice in! No wonder “the priests in 





their apparel” (3:10), types of our great High 
Priest Jesus in his perfect righteousness, had 
trumpets! They were standing for the Good News 
of fallen, lost man’s restored fellowship with God. 

Any one who has been shown the blackness, the 
death, the awful hopelessness of his own sin, and 
then has seen Christ as his Saviour from that sin and 
its penalty, has to sing, and shout, and praise God 
with irrepressible joy. A religion without deep feel- 
ings would be cold, heartless, dead. 

True, feelings are not the foundation of our re- 
ligion. Let us not = upon our feelings, nor 
base anything on our feelings; the danger of doing 
this is strikingly shown in the Lesson Cartoon, on 
page 555, disclosing the only sure, bed-rock founda- 
tion for religion. But on the other hand let us not 
be afraid of feelings, in our religion, when they are 
kept in their proper place: as results and expressions, 
never as the cause or basis, of our Gospel. 


Teaching Points 


One of the world’s greatest monarchs had put him- 
self back of this temple building; the Jews worked 
“according to the grant that they had of Cyrus king 
of Persia” (3:7). And we have God back of our 
temple building. ; 

The returned Jews sang and shouted “because the 
foundation of the house of Jehovah was laid” (3: 
11). We may well sing and shout because the foun- 
dation of our building is laid; “for other foundation 
can no man lay than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3: 11). 


The theme of their song was the goodness and 
the grace of God (3:11); we can have no better 
theme ourselves in time or eternity. 

The place of the preachers in the work is dis- 
cussed by Mr. Ridgway (2). 


Let us be clear on the fundamental difference be- 
tween the temples of God in Jerusalem and the church 
buildings of Christians in this age of grace. They are 
not the same; they are not to be confused. The tem- 
ple was the building in which God’s personal presence 
was to be revealed in an exclusive way, not to be found 
in any other building on the face of the earth (1 Kings 
8:10, 11; Ezek, 44:4). There could be only one 
temple of God on earth at a time. It was a habita- 
tion of God in an entirely unique sense, among all 
the buildings of the earth. Church buildings are 
quite different; they are in no sense the unique habi- 
tation of God as was and as will be the temple,— 
though of course the presence of God is with be- 
lievers when they meet together to have fellowship 
with him in a church building or anywhere else. But 
the bodies of believers, both individually, and col- 
lectively as the true church universal, to-day con- 
stitute the temple or habitation of God. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

When people turn to God because of fear of what 
may happen to them if they do not, will he receive 
them? (3: 3.) 

Do you think the Levites.accepted their work as a 
privilege or a hardship? (3: 8.) 

Would the temple, thus built after the return to 
Jerusalem, be called an impressive building to-day? 
_ What kind of music pleases God? (See Illustra- 
tion Round Table, 1.) ‘ 

Is it possible for a person to sorrow and rejoice 
at the same time? , 

When do feelings interfere with true religion? 

When do feelings help true religion? 


What sort of prophesying (6:14) may have helped 
the temple builders? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Ezra’s Return from Babylon (Ezra 8 : 15-36). 


Extremely religious men are sometimes extremely 
practical and extremely successful. Here is a true 
Story that woyld amaze the average “practical” man 
of to-day. Let us discover the four outstanding 
things that Ezra did. 

Why was Ezra troubled by the lack of sons of 
Levi? (v. 15.) 

_ Was Ezra impractical in attempting that wilderness 
journey without military escort? Give your reasons. 

— did Ezra show his carefulness in money mat- 
ters 


Name several things that God evidently accom 
plished for Ezra and his fellow-travelers. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griftith Thomas, D.D, 





Connection.—It is reckoned that about 50,000 
altogether returned from Babylon (2:64), and prob- 
ably most of them were poor (2:65-67). The ap- 
propriation of the land which had been unoccupied 
for fifty years would naturally come first (2:70), 
and then at the beginning of the seventh month, an- 
swering to our September, the first attempt at wor- 
ship and the rebuilding of the temple was made. 
The journey would probably take about four months, 
and the names of the cities (chap. 2) show that only. 
Jerusalem and a small district of about twenty miles 
round were open to them. 

Time.—From the second year of Cyrus, 537 B. C. 
to the second year of Darius Hystaspes, 520 B. C. 

Books on the Lesson.—For all apoquephion! mat- 
ters connected with Babylow and Palestine, see 
Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 75 cents), chapter 11. The “Pulpit Commen- 
tary” on Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther contains useful 
suggestions (Funk and Wagnalls, New York City, 
$2). Ellicott’s commentary on these books is also 
valuable (Cassell and Co., New York, 75 cents to $2), 
and also Ezra and Nehemiah in the “Men of the 
Bible” series (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 75 
cents each). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


As there is so much material and the period of 
time covers several years, it is important to concen- 
trate attention on main points only. 

The -Commencement (3:1-6). As soon as possi- 
ble after their return, the people gathered together 
in Jerusalem for the purpose of worship, and the 
leaders appropriately commenced with the erection 
of the brazen altar on which burnt offerings were 
offered, symbolical of the renewed consecration of 
the people to their God (Lev. 1), During the same 
month the Feast of Tabernacles fell (Num. 29: 12- 
35), and then the daily burnt offering was contin- 
ued and everything else done as prescribed by the 
law (Num. 28: 16 to 29: 40). The people were doubt- 
less animated at once by loyalty and love to God. 

The Care (vs. 7-9). Then followed the effort to 
rebuild the temple, begun by engaging workmen and 
preparing materials. imber was | he ht from the 
north, as had been done when Solomon’s temple was 
built, and in about six months’ time the work act- 
ually began (v. 8). Zerubbabel was of the line of 
David and was the governor; while Jeshua, of the 
priestly line, was the grandson of the high priest 
punished by Nebuchadnezzar. 


The Consecration (vs. 10-13). The account of the 
services is very vivid, and we can imagine the as- 
sembled multitudes, the priests, the musicians, the 
singing, the shout, and the mingling of sorrow and 
joy. hose who wept were concerned with the 
thought of all the terrible troubles since the old 
temple stood in its glory, while those who rejoiced 
realized that after all this long delay they were once 
more permitted to worship the God of their fathers. 
The musical organization was founded by David, 
and it is more than likely that some of our Psalms 
were used on this occasion (106-108, 136). Thus, 
some of the people looked backward and others 
looked forward,, and notwithstanding all that had 
happened, the commencement was full of hope for 
the future. They could say, “Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us,” and at the same time feel assured that 
he would henceforth be with them. (1) 


The Check (4:1-24). But this happy state of 
affairs was not to last. Certain natives, professing 
to be of the same religion as the Jews, offered to 
co-operate with the builders, claiming to worship the 
same God. They were descendants of those who had 
been living in the land since the days of the cap- 
tivity of the Northern Kingdom (2 Kings 17, 18), and 
had doubtless intermarried with the heathen and had 
adopted corruptions of the Mosaic ritual. But the 
leaders of the Jews would not accept this offer, and 
the result was hostility, leading to the hindrance of 
the work; and so effective was their effort that the 
progress was checked, and everything came to a 
standstill for sixteen years. It is, of course, possi- 
ble that a compromise might have been made, but in 
the anxiety of the Jews to avoid errar and defilement 
it was natural for them to refuse co-operation, 
though this led subsequently to the terrible hostility 
between Jews and Samaritans (John 4:9). Cyrus 
reigned seven or eight years and was succeeded by 
Cambyses, and after several confusions, Darius Hys- 
taspes commenced to reign, in 521 B. C. The cir- 
cumstances were thus favorable for those who wished 
to hinder the builders. (2) 

The Continuance (5:1 to 6:5). But earnest men 
were not content to allow everything to cease, and 
an effort was made to start afresh (5:1, 2). And 


7 





THE‘SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


when the Governor learfied why this was done, he 
wrote to Darius stating the facts and asking whether 
the decree of Cyrus could be found. When this de- 
cree was found, Darius at once sent a letter ordering 
the enemies to desist and the Governor to help for- 
ward the work (6: 1-5). (3) 


The Completion (6:6-15). Influenced by the 
prophets, they went forward and at length the house 
was finished. 


The Celebration (6: 16-22). The occasion was soon 
observed with great joy and satisfaction. The build- 
ing was dedicated, the people consecrated themselves 
(v. 17), and everything was organized for worship 
along the lines of the old law (v. 18). With appro- 
priateness they observed once again the Passover in 
obedience to Cod and kept the Feast with joy. 

li. The Heart of the Lesson 

The rebuilding of the temple is a reminder of the 
necessity and importance of church work to-day, 
and the duty of doing all that we can to help for- 
ward the worship and service of God, 

1. Revelation. God’s Word was the authoritative 
guide and test of what these Jews did (3:2, 4, 10; 
6:14, 18). The Word of God must be our guide 
in all work and our warrant for doing it. We must 


make all things according to the Divine pattern 
(Heb. 8:5). 


2. Union. As all the people were united, so there 
must be union of heart and purpose in all work for 
God. “Union is strength” (Eph. 4: 3). 

3. Consecration. The burnt offerings were sym- 
bolical of the entire dedication of the people, and in 
our work for God we must be whole-heartedly ready 
to do what he requires (Rom. 12:1). 


4. Action. The work to be done necessitated gifts 
and personal service. The former were liberal and 
systematic, and the latter was hearty and universal. 
As John Wesley once said, our motto must be, 
“All at it and alway$ at it.” Even though.there are 
adversaries and temporary interruption, we must. go 
forward courageously trusting, patiently waiting, and 
earnestly . working, not allowing. our hands to. be 
weakened (4:4). 

5. Exultation. _When all the work was atcom- 
plished, the people .were full: of. joy, -praise, and 
thanksgiving. So will it be.with us when we accom- 
plish God’s work; -we shall rejoice: before the Lord 
and praise him with all our hearts. 

Hil. The Lesson Outlined = = 8 32 , 

. The Commencement (3: 1-6; 1 Kings 8: 10-21). 
. The Care (vs. 7-9; 1 Chron. 29: 1-4). 

. The Consecration (vs. 10-13; 2 Chron. 5: 1-14). 
. The Check (4: 1-24; Acts 20: 28-32). 

The Continuance (5:1 to 6:5; Haggai 2: 1-9). 
The Completion (6: 6-15; 1‘Cor. 3: 10-23). 

The Celebration (6: 16-22; Psalm 136: 13-26). 
IV. Leading Questions 

Why was the altar first built? What did it sym- 
bolize? 

What truth is suggested of the effect produced on 
others by these efforts? (3:3; Prov. 16: 7.) 

What was the cause of the sudden change and the 
weakness of the people? (4:4; Prov. 29: 25.) 

Where can we find instructions for the observance 
of these things? (3:2, 4, marginal references.) 

What arrangements had David made about music in 
the temple? (3:10, marginal references.) 

Who were these adversaries? (4:1, 7-10.) 

What was the real reason for these hindrances? 
(4: 11-22.) 

What is otherwise known of the prophets and 
leaders who encouraged the people? (5:1, 2, marginal 
references.) 

Why were the Jews keen to have the temple built 
as soon as possible? (Deut. 16: 5, 6.) 

Wyctuirre Coiiece, Toronto. « 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Music.—They sang together (v. 11, A. V.). When 
we boys used to take long tramps there was much 
shouting and laughter and “rough house” on the way 
out. But at night when, tired, we had to tackle 
the long way back home we were down to real work. 
It was then as we went wearily plodding along, gen- 
erally singie file, Injun fashion, some fellow would 
start a song, “Hay-foot, straw-foot, hay-foot, straw- 
foot, here we come a-marchin,’ here we come 
a-marchin’,” or perhaps, “She jumped into bed and 
covered up her head, the girl I left behind me.” 
Nowadays I expect the boys are singing, “It’s a long 
way to Tipperary,” or “Brighten the Corner,” or 
some other. That is to say, old Mr. Human Nature 
has never changed any since he stepped into the 
world with our first parents—and never will. That 
is one thing there is no evolution business about. 
Away back here in the year 536 B. C. work went 
along easier because of the song. The other lesson 
writers will tell you the songs they sang then. Gang 
answering t> gang. Stone dressers in the sheds an- 
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swering-to.masons.on the walls. The cement mixers 
joining in the great chorus, “For his mercy endureth 
for ever.” Is it not so, Doctor? Nothing so 
greases the wheels of industry as music. A _ sing- 
ing worker is apt to be an efficient worker. I was 
in a factory the other day that had a phonograph in 
every room. I did-not ask, why? Because I knew. 
You can make better goods to Strauss, Verdi, 
Wagner, and Harry Lauder than you can to the “chin 
music” of the fellow or fellowess who was out the 
night before. Cromwell and his Ironsides put 
England to her place with the music of the Psalms 
(Neh. 12:24; Job 35:10). (1) 

The Square Upon the Hypothenuse.—Many .. . 
wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for 
joy (v. 12). Old Daddy What-she-used-to-be, pessi- 
mist, and young Sonny What-she’s-goin’-to-be, opti- 
mist, have been with us ever since.. All you school 
fellows who study mechanics know that if you draw 
a square and let one side represent a force pulling 
one way and the adjoining side a force pulling the 
other way the resultant force will be the diagonal of 
the square. And more than either force. You high 
school chaps over there on the back seats know that 
the square erected upon the hypothenuse of a right- 
angled triangle is equal to the sum of the squares of 
the other two sides, “Q. E. D.” So the weeping 
fathers have their pull and the shouting boys have 
their pull, but the real big. all-around fellow is the 
man who is mellowed and enriched by what used to 
be and is stirred and actioned by a vision of what 
is going to be. 

The Preachers.—The Jews... prospered through the 
prophesying of Haggai ... and Zechariah (6:4). 
And would you know it, here is the secret of their 
prosperity, They had two splendid preachers. We 
have some samples of their eloquence. I heard a fel- 
low one day “knocking” the preachers. “Yes, sir, 
you church folks are a priest-ridden bunch.” That 
very fellow was the loudest to call for a preacher 


‘ when old’ Mr. Trouble slipped in and sat with him 


in an. upstairs bedroom. Such men are the maddest 
and. mouthiest. if- the. preacher upon whom they call 
doesn’t -drop everything and hasten to them. Even 
though they belong to no church. To the credit of 


- the Christian ministry, both Protestant and Catholic, 


I have never heard of a minister refusing his services 


- to any man‘-when possible to be of help. And furthe: 


let it -be. said, that very fellow who condemns the 


. churches and reviles the preacher would not live, 


yea, could not live, in a town of any size where there 
is neither house of worship nor a man of God.. If 
such a man could find such a town it would be a kind- 


- mess to his children to drown them like kittens. For 


they would only grow up to fill jails and alms- 
houses. There can be no prosperity for man or na- 
tion apart from religion, and its Haggais and Zech- 
ariahs. Because God has made his world on that 
plan. And there is no getting away from the Archi- 
tect’s plans and specifications, as every fellow but 
a green house-builder well knows (1 Cor. 1:21; 
Jer. 3:15; Matt. 28: 19, 20): (2) 


The. “‘Mayflower” and “Welcome.”—Children of 
the captivity (Margin, Sons of the transportation). 
(v. 16). I like that marginal reading, “sons of the 
transportation,” don’t you? It seems so kind o’ 
homelike and American. We don’t have human 
slavery any more, whereas “transportation” is 
something that is coming home to us every day. 
The biggest part of the winter’s coal bill will be 
for “transportation.” The reason why we don’t 
go to a good many nice places we would like is 
this same “transportation.” These Jews we see in 
our lesson torday so full of emotion are the ones 
who came over in the “Mayflower” and the “Wel- 
come” with Puritans and Quakers. Years afterward 
to have descended from a Son of the Transportation 
was no doubt a mark of distinction. Probably many a 
Jewish aristocratic family harked back to some 
camel-driver or water boy who came on the “Trans- 
portation.” Just as many a swelling American family 
came over in the steerage. Which is nothing to be 
said to family’s discredit when the family doesn’t swell 
too big. For the human stuff down-stairs is often 
far and away superior to some that is up in the 
first cabins. The orchestra going down playing 
“Nearer, My God to Thee” was a nobler sight than 
some reported from the upper decks. The point of 
the whole lesson is this: the “sons of the Transporta- 
tion,” as well as the sons of the “Mayflower” and the 
“Welcome,” were the real religious folks of their day 
and generation. Religion is the only thing that will 
make men undertake such unselfish journeys and 
face the hardships and uncertainties of trackless 
deserts and uncharted seas. That kind of blood is 
the real aristocratic blood: Abraham was the first 
“Son of Transportation.” Americans are the last 
(Heb, 11: 15, 16). 


COATESVILLE, PA. 


Every little while some one tells of a new way in 
which Mr. Howard’s “A Prayer Before the Lesson” 
is used. Would you like a little book of these 
prayers?. The Sunday School Times Company has 
published one volume of them at 50 cents. 
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LESSON FOR OCT, 21 (Ezra 3: 8-12; 6: 


| The Illustration Round - Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The. Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. coming later 
they mos not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers-are invited to assist in the conduct of 
dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week, 
IMustrations on other verses than the 


stand a better chance 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Only Whales.—Enter into his gates 
with poser sage os and into his courts 
with praise (Golden Text). The cap- 
tain of a whaler went ashore one Sun- 
day, and went into a little chapel. After 
the service the minister spoke to him, 
and found that no impression had been 
made on the man’s mind. “The fact is, 
sir,” said the captain, “all the while you 
were preachi I was thinking about 
where I should be likely to find a whale. 
There is no room in my heart for any- 
thing but whales.” If all were equally 
honest, they would confess that the real 
reason that the services of the sanctuary 
did them no good was that their hearts 
were too full of business to listen.— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Praising God in the Alps.—Shouted 
with a great shout, when they praised 
Jehovah (v. 11). What a beautiful cus- 
tom that’is of the herdsmen in the Alps. 
They use a horn to call their :cattle; but 
the horn is also used for another pur- 
pose, solemn and religious; As soon as 
the sun’ has disappeared; and: its last 
rays dre glimmering on the summits: of 
the mountains, the herdsman who dwells 
farthest up the mountains takes-his horn 
and trumpets forth: “Praise Gad: the 
Lord.” Instantly all the herdsmen in 
the: neighborhood take their horns and 
repeat the’. words, ‘ “Praise God the 
Lord.” ‘This continues for some>min- 
utes while on all-sides' the. mountains’ 
echo’ the praises of God. A-solemn ‘still-: 
ness ‘follows and -every .one’ offers his. 
silent prayer on bended knee. :By this 
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time it-is:dark; and then. the herdsman 
on the ‘loftiest: height peals  forth;.in his 
own musical French, “Good-night,” and 

~ “Geod-night”..is repeated on .all. the 
mountains, from the: horns of the herds- 
men and the clefts of the rocks.—From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by Mary E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


The Music that God Hears.—And 
they sang one to another in praising and 
giving thanks unto Jehovah (v.11). The 
Brothers in a. monastery. were beloved 
for their loving sympathy and kind 
deeds, but not one of them could sing; 
the music in their services was a great 
failure and this was a great grief for 
them. One day a traveling monk asked 
for entertainment, and to their great 
joy he proved to be a wonderful singer. 
High and sweet and clear his voice 
soared over all the other voices. And 
one by one the rest of the monks 
stopped singing to listen until finally the 
visiting. Brother sang alone. That night 
an angel came to the abbot in a dream. 
“Why was there no music in your 
chapel to-night?” he asked. “Up in 
heaven we always listen for the beauti- 
ful music that rises from your services; 
and to-night we were sadly disap- 
pointed.” “Oh, you must be mistaken,” 
said the abbot, “we had a trained singer 
with a wonderful voice. For the first 
time in all these years our music was 
beautiful.” “And yet up in heaven,” 
said the angel, “we heard nothing.”— 
From The Youth’s Companion. Sent by 

. Emma-S. Keller, Brooklyn, N. Y. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration, (1) 


His Favorite Hymn.—They sang one 
to another in praising and giving thanks 
unto Jehovah, saying, For he is good, 
for his lovingkindness endureth for 
ever (v. 11). . One night, during ‘the 
Chapman-Alexander meetings, a poor 
paralytic was wheeled down the aisle 
and placed just before the platform. In 
the preliminary part of the service, Mr. 
Alexander caught sight of him, and 
said, “What is your favorite hymn?” 
He immediately answered, “Count your 
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complaint from the poor cripple; just a 
vivid sense of the goodness of dod. 
From the Christian Age. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


ye 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


EN the builders laid the aa 
dation of the temple (v. 10). en 
the builders have got down to bed- 
rock, and the. construction, supported 
by the surrounding earth, has been car- 
ried up to the surface of the ground, 
the building proper begins. A large 
squared stone to hold both walls in posi- 
tion is laid at the corner of the first row 
of stones, called the foundation or 
cornerstone. 


They sang one to another (v. 11). 
The company of singers: was divided 
into two parts and they chanted re- 
sponsively, and the second half of each 
Psalm verse was often in other words 
a repetition or confirmation of the mean- 
ing of the first. Where the second half 
was a repeated refrain, as in Psalm 136, 
one section of musicians sang: “Oh, 
give thanks unto the Lord; for he is 
good,” and the other, “For his ‘mercy 
endureth for ever.” (1) 

And all the people shouted with a 
great shout (v. 11). Similarly at the 

resent time, a company of young Syr- 
ian peasants may be heard on a summer 
evening chanting as they move along the 
road. One part of the company in a 
well-known song, or a single voice when 
it is something simply improvised, gives 
the new line, and the others give the re- 
frain or chorus. After'a little all the 


‘voices blend together- in’ one long sus- 


tained note, and after that there is an 
interval of laughter and general talk. 
In the’case of the acclamation after the 
laying of the foundation stone, the word 
shotited by all in unison was probably 
Hallelujah, Praise ye the 


Kavod, Glory !. (2) ha 


The old’ men that had seen the first 


for their grief; first, because the new 
temple was evidently to -be inferior in 
size and splendor; and second, because 
it was Israel’s unfaithfulness that had 
caused the destruction of the first tem- 
ple and all the suffering and humilia- 
tion that had followed. (3) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


Lord, or, 
Baruch hu, Blessed is he, or simply: 


house (v. 12). There were two reasons, 


THE’ SUNDAY. SCHOOL “TIMES 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive us for taking so little joy in thy 
house. Forgive us for taking so lightly the 
great privileges of thy church. We pray thee 
that we may understand more fully what it 
means to be in thy house and to have any 
part in its worship. We pray thee to show 
us h to do our part in the life of the 
church, and when sacrifice has builded well 
and the love of men’s hearts for thee is ex- 
pressed in the building that we call the 
church, may we be kept from doing anything 
to discredit all that the structure means. May 
we be given the skill and the power to work 
for thee at any task that thou mayest call us 
,to perform for the work of thy church in the 
world. Give us due reverence for the place 
of worship, and may we find it year by year 
filled with holy memories of our fellowship 
with our co-wotkers and with thee in the 
sanctuary. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A little company 
of people in a country town stood one 
day. beside a beautiful grove of trees 
looking out over a field on the edge of 
the town. Just a little way in front of 
this group stood a boy and a girl who 
held between them a shovel. Near 
them stood a minister, and at a word 
from him this boy and this girl together 
struck the shovel into the sod of the 
field and dug up a little of it. Why 
should so many people come out just 
to see two youngsters dig up a bit of 
sod? Well, the occasion was worth it, 
for the father of these two had given 
that field’ to a church, and this first 
shovelful of earth-was the beginning of 
a biilding where a church had never 
been. A young man stood near by with 
a camera and made a picture of the 
scene. Some weeks afterward, when the 
cornerstone of: the church was to be 
laid, there was another ceremony, and a 
picture of that first scene was placed 
with other treasures in the cornerstone 
itself. 

Since. then that.church has. had. to 
-build a much larger building just be- 
! side the old‘éné, and the town has grown 
far beyond the population of the earlier 
days. But in that cornerstone will re- 


old picture of the boy and girl who dug 
the first shovelful of earth for the 
building of the new church.’ More than 


and. girl entered with ‘many others, and 
lives have been spent in service for the 
work that that church has been doing. 
There never was a gladder occasion 
in that whole neighborhood, and such 





singing, and such happy faces; such 


‘ The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





It will wobble, brother,till ' 
bedrock. 
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blessings!” There was no wail, no 

















‘main“as long as the church starids the 


that, into the life of the church this boy- 


i building «‘God’s 





| them back to Jerusalem. 
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good times, too, at tne picnic held in the 
woods just after the breaking of ground. 
Such holy and solemn and glad times 
as have been seen within thé walls of 


the church when boys and girls came 


forward to confess Jesus Christ! Do 
you rejoice enough in your church? 


EHOVAH’S ORK 
NEEDS 
OYFUL ORKERS 


_ 


AM | OF THAT SORT? 














Well, are you? And if not a glad 
Christian, how will folks know that you 
are a Christian at all? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“ Jerusalem the golden.” 
“Come, Thou Almighty King.” 
‘ There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.” 
“ Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven.” 
“ Awake, my soul, in joyful lays.” 
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“The Church’s one Foundation.” 
“T love thy kingdom, Lord.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
“ metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm roo: 1-§ (199 : 1-3). 
Psalm 96: 1-13 (194: 1-3). 
Psalm 84: 1-12 (169: 1-4). 
Psalm 132: 1-10 (285 : 1-3). 
Psalm 149 : i-9 (324: 1-4). 





3 Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


T ESSON’ Teacuinc.—God’s house is 
4 for praise and prayer. 

Note—To complete the story of re- 
house: ‘in’: Jerusalem, 
chapters four and ‘five should be studied 
to: develop the following, points : 


r. Altar worship ofthe ‘true God'is be- 
gun (3: 1-6). 

2. Purpose, plan, and preparations 
made to build God’s ‘house (3: 
7-13). 

3. Help of enemies refused; hindrances 
begun (4: 1-5). 

4. Letter. to Artaxerxes and his reply 
stop building (4: 6-24). 

5. God’s two prophets encourage the 
Jews to continue building (5: 


‘Tey? 

6. Old enemies plan to stop building 
again (5: 3-5). 

7. Letter to Darius; his reply permits 
building (5:6 to 6:7). 

8. Enemies ordered to help with ma- 
terial (6: 8-12). 

9. House of. God finished and 
cated (6: 13-18). 

10. A Passover feast and thanksgiving 
(6: 19-22). 


Introduction—Talk of moving from 
one home to another and getting set- 
tled. It is harder to move to a new 
place where houses must be. built, or to 
any place in ruins because of fire, storm, 
or war, where rubbish must be cleared 
away. During Europe’s great war 
many people have been driven far from 
home; they -will bé happy to return, 
even if homes and churches are in ruihs 
and must be rebuilt. 


Review.—God’s people returning from 
Babylon could sing Psalm 126:3 even 
though they found Jerusalem in ruins. 


Lesson Story—First of all they 
straightened up some places where they 
might live. To prove that they would 
never worship idols again, they put up 
an altar for worship of the true God, 
who had kept his promise and brought 
They offered 
sacrifices each morning and evening 
and kept the Feast of Tents or Taber- 
nacles. 

They wanted to rebuild God’s tem- 
ple, which King Nebuchadnezzar had 
destroyed after he carried the people 
away to Babylon. Workmen went to the 
forests of Lebanon to cut cedar logs. 


dedi- 




























































































be Tripling Your 
: Sunday-School 


HEN a business concern triples its business in twelve months’ 
time, it is thought to be doing well. 


A Sunday-school in New England, dissatisfied with itself, started 
in to put things on a business basis. 

















































In a year its average attendance had tripled. And one striking 
fact is that, as one of his methods, the Superintendent sent to every 
known Sunday-school publishing house in this country for catalogues 
and samples of their publications and supplies. These were vrought 
together on a large table at the teachers’-meetings, and were exam- 
ined and discussed. Anybody in the school seeing any new idea in 
papers or catalogues sent for it; and in their meetings these were 
continually under examination. The Sunday-school supply houses 
were asked to send to each of the workers,-as well as to the Super- 
intendent, catalogues and samples. A file of these was kept for 
constant reference. The best was none too good for this school. 


The remarkable story of this two hundred percent increase will 
be told in full in a special ‘Church and Sunday-school Supply and 
Equipment Number” of The Sunday School Times, to be published 
next week, The article is a challenge to church and Sunday-schéol 
workers everywhere to keep posted by constant communication with 
the livest advertisers and publishers. What one school can do all 
schools can do. 


Ordinarily a Sunday-school Secretary’s report is an uninterest- 
ing affair. But the entire school can be interested in it; and this 
Supply and Equipment Number will tell how. Methods and de- 
vices will be explained that help in a practical way in this result. 


An old meeting-house had been unused for years, out in the 

country. Some young people got at it, cleaned it out, fitted it up, 

'and started a live Bible School work there. How this was done, 
! ‘and. what sort of equipment was -brought together, will be told in an 
unusually readable article. 


The Sunday School Times has written to a large number of 
church and Sunday-school supply houses throughout the United 
States for their latest catalogues, and for information as to their 
newest devices or methods; and from the information thus received 
it will publish an article on such up-to-date devices and features of 
practical church and Sunday-school work as alert folks ought to 
know about. 


Some years ago a well-known church in a large city maintained 
a fund for providing needed repairs. A prominent layman will tell 
of this plan, and suggest how other churches and Sunday-schools 
may do the same for their ‘supply and equipment.” 


Readers of the Times have been called on for “ Efficiency” 

devices that they have discovered in their work ; a wealth of replies 
has been received, a good number of which will be given prominent 
place in this issue, 
A “ Directory of Devices”’ or similar articles that are advertised 
in this Supply and Equipment Number will be given in the reading 
matter pages, that readers may see what 9 wealth of opportunity 
the advertising pages offer them. 


How to use pictures and picture rolls in the Sunday-school 
will be discussed by a widely-known worker. 


Church bells will come in for special consideration, through an 
unusual message from a missionary in China. 


Won't you see to it that every responsible worker in your 





Sunday-school and church has a copy cf this remarkable issue of 





The Sunday School Times, that you and they may capitalize to the 





utmost all its good things? A free specimen copy (as long as they 





last) will be sent to every name and address you will send us, just 








mentioning ‘‘Send Supply and Equipment Number to 




















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
WaALNuT SREET, - . . ‘ ? 











1031 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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; THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For the Primary Teacher 


( Continued from breceding page: 


Rafts brought them along the seashore. 
All men twenty years old, and over, 
helped. Logs were hauled to Jerusalem. 

The day came to lay the foundation 
(compare with laying of some corner- 


stone). People were happy that day. 
Priests in white robes blew their 
trumpets; their helpers, the Levites, 


played cymbals, and the people came to 
sing psalms of David, Enter into his 
gates with thanksgiving, ane into his 
courts with praise; Praise ye the 
Lord. O give thanks unto the Lord; 


for he is good! (Both in Carols, 
Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28 
cents.) 


The work began well, but enemies 
were near to hinder it. People who 
lived near came and said, Let us build 
with you. The Jews answered, No! 
we must build this house ourselves to 
honor our God. 

That made the enemies angry. They 
sent a letter to the king - 2 Babylon, 
saying, If you let these Jews build, they 
will grow strong, and refuse to pay 
taxes to you any more. King Artax- 
erxes believed that was true, so he sent 


word to the Jews, Let your building 
ae They were disappointed but 
obeye 


yed, 

God did not forget his people. He 
knew that they were doing right, so he 
sent two brave prophets with messages 
to comfort them and to encourage them 
to go on with the building. They be- 
gan again. 


When their enemies saw them work- 





ing, they tried to stop them as before | 


by sending another letter to the new 
king, Darius, in Babylon. They found 
fault and told what the Jews said 
(5: 11-17). 


King Darius ordered his men to} 


search the records. They found that 
the Jews had told the truth. Then 
King Darius sent back word to their 
enemies: You let those men ‘alone, and 
you help them with food and whatever 
they need. If you do not help them 
your own houses shall be made into 
ruins and you shall be punished, 

The Jews were happy to be allowed 
to go on with their building. The walls 
went up, the roof was put on, the gold 
and silver dishes which they carried 
back from Babylon were put in their 
places in God’s house. At last. God’s 
temple was finished. A feast of thanks- 
giving was planned, and they kept the 
Passover seven days, as the good kings 
Hezekiah and Josiah had done in the 
days before the Jews were carried 
away to Babylon. The people seemed 
happy and prosperous and felt like 
singing, 

“God is in His holy temple, 

On this holy Sabbath day; 

Let us praise Him! Let us thank Him 

As we worship, sing, and pray.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 

28 cents.) 


After the Lesson—Recall the story 
of the Pilgrim Fathers, crossing the un- 
known ocean, to start new homes, build 
a school and church, to worship God. 
They had some hard times, Indians 
lived near, yet they were so happy that 
they planned a Thanksgiving Day, 
which we remember each year in the 
autumn. 

Expression. hat this be in line with 
activities in preparation for Thanks- 
giving next month. 


Peoria, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Singing and Working .—The two 
should always go together. These re- 
turned Jews had the right idea (3: 10, 
Every Christian who is a real 
Christian should be building unto the 
Lord in everything he does,—his whole 
life a structure built for Jehovah; so he 
could go about his business with joy 
and hope, meeting obstacles and disap- 
pointments with cheerful assurance of 
ultimate success. Four years.ago last 
June a fatherless girl graduat from 
the ward school. Her mother, tired of 
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j the responsibility she had borne for a 


good many years, informed the girl 
that she would have to care for herself 
in future. Nita replied, “Well, Mother, 
if you can still care for yourself I will 
go on to school. I can never do any- 
thing worth while in the world with 
education I have, and I am sure going 
to amount to something.” She cared 
for children that summer, taking groups 
of them into the park to play while 
their parents, tourists, went sightseeing. 
She had great success, due to her hap- 
piness and zest in her work. When 
school began, trouble began, for it was 
very difficult to get school hours and 
work hours not to conflict. During the 
four years of high school life Nita has 
(among other things) helped with 
housework for her room and board, 
waited table, done labeling and address- 
ing, cared for children, ushéred, and 
tended soda fountain; and she was 
never known to be ill- “tempered, never 
indulged in self-pity, and always was 
grateful and hopeful. Last June saw 
her graduated from high school, radi- 
antly happy, grateful to her God for 
his goodness to her, and fully deter- 
mined to prosecute her studies through 
the college course. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Esra 8: 15-36 

1. What characteristic of Ezra im- 
presses you in the account of verses 15- 
20 (especially verse 17) ? 

2. What characteristic of Ezra im- 
presses you in verses 21-23? 

3. What things can girls be “ashamed” 
to ask help from outsiders for? (v. 22.) 

4. Can girls follow Ezra’s example? 
How? 

5. What lesson can a girl draw for 
herself from Ezra’s conduct recorded in 
verses 24-30? 

6. What lesson can a girl draw for 
herself from verses 31-34? 


_Kansas City, Mo. 
we 
Pucker’s ‘* Boy’s-Eye View.” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


The Front Line Trench.—To have 
oversight of the work of the house of 
Jehovah (v. 8). “When the prisoners 
of war finally got back to Jerusalem,” 
began teacher, “their first act was a 
strange one. See who can find it first 
in the book of Ezra.” 

That sent us to our Bibles first thing 
and started us off on a hot race. Bert 
finally spotted it in Ezra 2:68. They 
started a subscription for a new temple. 

Teacher explained how in captivity. 
they learned the true value of God’s 
house. So when they got home that 
was their first effort, even before they 
rebuilt the city walls. He believes that 
in our war preparations now the church 
must be kept first. The Congregational- 
ist tells of two young ministers who 
went to register for the officers’ train- 
ing camp at Plattsburg, but the authori- 
ties sent them home saying they were 
more needed as religious leaders in the 
church. That is why all ministers were 
exempt in the draft. What shall it 
profit America to win the whole war 
and lose her own soul life? Teacher 
thinks we boys must not let scouting or 
gardening or any war excitement crowd 
out the church. The truest kind of pa- 
riot is the Christian patriot, and the 
most necessary training is what the 
Salvation Army calls “knee drill.” 


Team Work.—Then stooa Jeshua 
with his sons ahd his brethren (v. 9) 
What I. like about this story of re- 
building the temple is that fathers and 
their boys worked together. They let 
the boys help,-and every fellow’s father 
was right there on the job with him. 
Teacher says that’s the way it ought to 
be in Sunday-school, something for 
everybody to do, and the whole family 
interested together... He told about a 
father-and-son banquet he attended once, 
where every boy had to bring his father 
or he couldn’t get in. We are going to 
see if we can’t have one. That might 
get Bulldog Jones’. father . into the 
church once. Teacher-says we boys can 
lead our fathers if. anybody can. 














LESSON FOR OCT. 21 (Ezra 3 : 8-13; 6 : 14-18) 
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The President Enlists in 


The Pocket Testament League 


HEN the commander-in-chief thus shows his belief — and 


he did it ee such a plan is worth while for him, 


1 to the rest of us to make that plan available 
for the officers and enlisted men in the army and navy? 


@ Suppose every soldier and sailor now in the service had “ signed 
up,”. too,—what would that mean day by day to them ? 


@ Thousands have alrea 
you will help,— 


@ Help to furnish Pocket Testament League Testaments—to meet 
overwhelming demand. One chaplain writes that he 
the conditions named on the card the President signed. 


dy done so. Thousands more will if 


q Help by your own gifts to maintain in their work from camp to camp, the International General Secretary of the League, 


George T. B. 


our own soldiers and sailors, under the direction of a committee of consecrated business men. 


Davis, who “signed up” 65,000 Bnitish soldiers in Scotland and England, and who is now working among 


@ Get your church, your Sunday-school, your Young People’s Society, to equip a hundred, two hundred, five hundred, 
ith these 


men wl 


@ Promptness was never more vital. 








A twelve-page illustrated descriptive pamphlet 
by Mr. Davis will be sent free upon request 








Building Bigger.—But many of the 
... Old men that had seen the first 
house, .. . wept with a loud voice : (v. 
12). “I donjt see what those old men 
were bawling about,” declared Bumps. 
So teacher explained how much smaller 
this new temple was than the wonderful 
Temple of Solomon that they had seen 
when they were boys. I guess they felt 
about as we would if we should come 
back sixty years from now and find the 
capitol at Washington all burned down 
by the Germans, and we not able to 
bifild anything but a small court-house 
to t®ke its place. (1) 

Teacher says we must always build 
greater than those going before us. We 
ought all to be nobler and more useful 
men than our fathers have had a chance 
to be, and every year we must build for 
greater faith, consecration, and useful- 
ness, One good thing, the biggest pos- 
sible foundation is already laid for us,— 
Christ Jesus. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Ezra 8: 15-36 

Who was Ezra? (Ezra 7:6.) 

Why did Ezra want to go to Jeru- 
salem? (7: 10.) 

What was the value of the silver and 
gold in verse 26, counting a silver talent 
at $1,875 and a gold talent at $33,750? 

How long was the journey? (7:9.) 

What dangers did they pass? (8: 31.) 

What was the secret of their safe 
journey? (v. 31.) 

Terre Haute, Inp. 








* For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





6 ORDS could not convey how | 

highly we prize the exercise of 
family worship. We believe the Chris- 
tian’s household should be a sphere in | 
which the name of the Lord is recorded, | 
and his Word honored. 


It is at once | 





profitable and happy for the entiré fam- 
ily to assemble in the morning, to seek 
grace and guidance for the day; and to 
assemble in the evening, to record the 
faithfulness and loving-kindness of the 
Lord. 

“It is good to wait on the Lord at all 
times and under all circumstances; but 
surely there is urgent need to wait on 
him as families, that we may be en- 
abled to walk together in love, in kindly 
consideration one for another, in mu- 
tual forbearance. We cannot but feel 
that if there were more waiting upon 
God in the family there would be more 
domestic concord, domestic happiness, 
domestic holiness, domestic grace.” 

The above I culled from a very old 
volume now long out of print. This 
old-fashioned religion had a- fine ro- 
bustness about it which we too often 
miss now. 





October 15 to 21 
Mon.—Ezra 3: 1-13. Foundation of Temple 
Laid. , 


Amid thrilling sights and sounds the 
foundation of the sanctuary was laid. 
The mingling of joy and tears is a fa- 
miliar scene to any who have witnessed 
a genuine revival of the work of God. 
At such times the soul is moved to ex- 
press itself with a joy unspeakable. 

Prayer ‘Succestions: The Lord has 
given us a body in which we are to 
glorify him. Pray for grace to exer- 
cise a holy care over that which is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost; for deliver- 
ance from any and every form of sel- 
fish indulgence which prevents you from 
glorifying God in your body. 
Tues.—Ezra 4: 1-6. Difficulties Encounteréd. 

We are never very far along the road 


| of grace and service before barriers to 


progress are met. Let us compel them 
into the business of the King and use 
them as stepping-stones to mount to vic- 
tory.: It is. the purpose of the adver- 
sary to “weaken” us, but God is our 
Strength. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 











Pray for all'| 


Will you quickly send_ contributions to 


MR. J. LEWIS TWADDELL, 
Treasurer of the Business Men’s War Council of the Pocket Testament Léague, 
Rittenhouse Trast Company, 1323 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


who feel the pressure of circumstances 
weighing them down; for the oppressed 
with physical ill or mental disability; 
the anxious, perplexed, and harassed, 
that they may learn the conquering 
power of Christ over every ill, and look 
ae from self to him who is the soul’s 
ife. 

Wed.—Hag. 1: 1-11. Renewed Exhortation. 


A selfish indulgence and a worldly 
ease were reflected in the dilapidated 
condition of the Lord’s house. Is there 
here a picture of the soul? Instead of 
a Stately temple of the Lord, have we 
presented him with a habitation full of 
unclean birds? How disappointing to 
him and to us. 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray to be 
made pure within; for truth in the éin- 
ward parts; for power against all 
secret sin, and for grace to be kept from 
sins of omission. Pray for transpar- 
ency of spirit, for purity of motive, and 
for genuineness of conduct in all things. 
Thurs.—Ezro 6: 6-12; Hag. 1°: 12-15. Build- 

ing Or rations Resumed. 

A disobedient. people is an indolent 
people, Obedience puts the spring into 
the step and strength into the arm. The 
onwardness of the soul has too often 
been arrested and through some malign 
influence the work of God held in check. 
He calls us to build up ourselves on our 
most. holy faith. 


Prayer Succestions: Let us catch 
the vision of the open doors in the 
world cf missions and pray for all the 
lands which now beckon to the church 
at home for helpers. This is true of 
China, India, Africa, Japan, the islands 
of the sea, and South America. Remem- 
ber Korea especially to-day. 

Fri.—Hag. 2: 1-9. Builders, Encouraged. 


The dispirited ‘builders just needed 
this heartening word of the prophet. 
There are times. when courage reg- 
isters low and then our activities for 
good drag™heavily. The reproof and 
call were a tonic to the sluggish build- 
ers. Let us be up and doing. The 
Lord is on our side. 





Testaments under this plan. The Testaments are exceptional in durability, large type, and small size, with 
special League material added. Thirty dollars will purchase enough to equip one hundred men. 





Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
the Lord’s servants, but especially for 
those whose work is of a discouraging 
kind; for the fainthearted, halting, and 
hesitant; for patience to bear with those 
whose steps may seem to drag and who 
are not able to maintain our pace in the 
Christian race. 


Sat.—Hag. 2: 10-23. New Blessings Prom- 
ised. 


So long as there is uncleanness the 
blessings of God are withheld. Sin must 
be put away. Let that point be reached 
and we may know his blessing from 
this day. The moment the believer un- 
reservedly yields himself up to God, 
that very moment he can count on God’s 
blessing. R 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Jewish services which are being held 
to-day; for the light of the Spirit of 
God to fall upon the Old Testament 
Scriptures as they are being read in the 
ears of God’s ancient people; for Jew- 
ish missions everywhere, and for the 
speedy conversion of all Israel. 


Sun.—Ezra 6: 13-22. Temple Rebuilt and 
Dedicated. 


The prophesying of Haggai and Zech- 
ariah was the immediate cause of /the 
building of the temple, and not the de- 
cree of Cyrus. The purpose of God in 
this matter was accomplished notwith- 
standing man’s opposition. He will lead 
his own on to complete victory if we 
remain steadfast in our trust in him. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for a 
world-wide revival. Nothing but a gra- 
cious visitation of the Lord’s blessing 
and power to this sorely stricken world 
can avail anything; pray for a deep soul 
hunger to go abroad among the nations; 
for a spiritual quickening of the Church 
and for a great turning to the Lord. 

Forest Hits, L. I. 

, ve 


A choice book for teachers of girls ts 
“The Girl in Her Teens,” by Margaret 
Slattery, obtainable from The Sunday 
School Times Company for .50 cents. 
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By WALTER 


UCH has been said and written 
Me the present generation living 
unnatural lives and being, for that 
reason, only half as energetic, enthusi- 
astic, ambitious or even healthy as it 
should be. 

And this is so. 

The confined lives that we live, the 
lack of constant exercise (for it must be 
constant to be effective), and the strenu- 
ous requirements of our business or 
social duties, directly bring on a condi- 
tion, to which little attention has been 
paid in the past, though it does more 
to rob us of power, spirit and ambition 
than any other one thing known to 
medicine. 

But Nature has provided, as in so 
many other cases, an immediate and 
perfectly natural relief for this condition, 
and over five hundred thousand Ameri- 
cans are already taking advantage of it. 

When you are ill and a physician is 
called, the first step that he is likely to 
take is to clean out the colon (large in- 
testine). 

There are two reasons for this: 

One is that the effect of medicines 
may be greatly hindered while there is 
an excess of waste matter in the colon— 

The other and most significant reason 
is that if the colon did not contain this 
waste, it is probable that you would not 
have been ill at all. 

The penalty for the lives we live is 
agreed on, by all physicians to be the 
clogging up of our colons with waste 
matter which the system does not vol- 
untarily carry off — 

This waste is extremely poisonous; 
the blood circulation comes in sufficiently 
close contact with this waste to take u 
these poisons by absorption and distri- 
bute then throughout the body— _ 

‘The result is a gradual weakening of 
the blood forces; the liver becomes slug- 
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What and Why 
Is the Internal Bath ? 


WALGROVE 


gish; biliousness asserts itself; we be- 
come heavy, dull, and develop a more 
or less nervous fear of anything we 
undertake—the more this waste accumu- 
lates, the more_we are affected, until at 
last we become really ill and incapaci- 
tated. 

Now the Internal Bath is the one pro- 
cess, with the assistance of simple warm 
water, properly introduced in a new and 
natural way, that will keep the colon as 
clean and sweet and pure as Nature de- 
mands it to be for perfect health. 

It is rather remarkable to find, at what 
would seem so comparatively late a oer, 
so great an improvement on the old 
methods of Internal Bathing as this new 
process, for in a crude way it has, of 
course, been pre-tised for years. 

Enlightened physicians by thousands 
are prescribing this new method which 
is fully explained in ‘‘The What, The 
Why, The Way of Internal Bathing,” 
by Chas. A. Tyrrell, M.D., 134 West 
65th Street, New York City. This he 
will send free, on request, if you men- 
tion The Sunday School Times. 

It explains just why this method has 
proven superior to any other (including 
drugs), for removing this troublesome 
waste; it also contains many other inter- 
esting facts and statistics which cannot 
be touched on here. 

It is surprising how little is known b 
the average person on this subject, which 
has so great an influence on the general 
health and spirits. 

So if you are nearly well and want to 
get really up to ‘‘concert pitch”; if you 
want to feel consistently bright, confi- 
dent, ambitious, and enthusiastic,—in 
fact, no mattet what your condition, sick 
or well, the experientve of other hundreds 
of thousands would — it worth your 
while to at least send for the book, and 
look further into.this method and its 
history. 
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The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage : : ; ‘ 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
e copies. less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, a years, > 
. ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 


school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The pet is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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ATLANTIC_CITY. 


ALWAYS OPEN—RIGHT ON THE 
BEACH AND THE BOARDWALK 


apts particularly to cul- 
tivated people who seck 
rest and recréation at the Sea 
Shore. From everywhere such 
guests have come regularly for 
40 years—it is so satisfying, free 
from ostentation, comfortable, 
sufficient. Every facility is of- 
fered young and old for enjoy- 
ment. 





A step and you are in the surf. 
Pascinacing shops and a thousand 
amusements along the Boardwalk, 
Privileges of fine golf and yacht 
clubs. Rooms comfortable and 
attractive — delightful music, in- 
teresting people. 


Make reservations — write 
for illustrated folder 
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The Star Club’s Secret’ Room 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


WE HAD a very exciting meeting 
last night. The Captain lives in 
the oldest house on Wentworth Farm. 
It was built in 1782 under the biggest 
beech tree in the world, so the Captain 
says, and it is called Beechwood. Last 
Sunday afternoon he was standing un- 
der the tree when he noticed for the 
first time that a little bedroom, which 
opens right into the branches of: the 
tree, had three windows. The Captain 
slept in that bedroom, yet he couldn’t 
remember ever having seen more than 
two windows. In order to make sure, 
he went up and looked. There were 
only two windows. Then he called Mrs. 
Captain and had her look out of one 
of the windows. 

“How many windows are there up 
there?” he asked. 

“Two,” she said. 

“Well,. there are three down here,” 
called up the Captain. 


She didn’t believe it, and so they 
changed places, but sure enough she 
saw three from the ground, while the 
Captain could only find two in the room. 
While they were arguing about it, along 
came the Boy Scout Member. He knew 
what the matter was at once. 

“It’s a Secret Room,” he said, “and 
it’s probably chuck-full of treasure.” 

He was quite right—all except the 
treasure, For a long time they looked 
and looked for the entrance to that Se- 
cret Room. Right next to the bedroom 
was a closet, but it had no window and 
they could find no hidden door. Finally 
the Boy Scout climbed up into a little 
cupboard at the top of the closet.. It 
was about two feet high and ran in 
quite far. At the end was a broad, flat 
panel and, as he felt around it, his finger 
touched a little knob in a dark corner. 
When he pressed it the panel slid back, 
and there, sure enough, was the Secret 
Room, with its windows opening right 
in among the limbs of the great tree so 
that any one using it could go in and 
out by the branches if he wished. There 
was a bed and a funny old Windsor 
chair and a candlestick stand, with a 
brass candlestick with a _ half-burned 
candle still in it—but that was all. 

The next’ night the whole Club came 
to the Captain’s house, very much ex- 


a stepladder ready for them, and we all 
climbed up and crawled into the cup- 
board and through the sliding-panel ex- 
cept the Boy Scout, who climbed in the 
window from the beech tree. Then we 
sat down'on the floor around the little 
window where we could see the North 
Star shining in the very end of the 
handle of the upside-down Little Dipper. 
So that night we spent all our time on 
this one constellation, which is one of 
the northern constellations and can al- 
ways be seen at any time of the year. 

The Captain showed us all how to 
find the North or Pole Star. The two 
upper stars of the bowl of the Big Dip- 
per are the pointers and point almost 
directly toward Polaris, which is one of 
the names of the North Star. From the 
North Star, which is at the very end of 
the handle, we traced the outlines of the 
Little Dipper, which stands in the sky 
upside-down near the Great Dipper. 
Both of. the constellations have seven 
stars. 


First, the Captain told us the stories 
about the Little Dipper, which is some- 
times called Ursa Minor—the Little 
Bear. He said that when Jove was a 
baby he used to run away from his 
mother and play on Mount Ida, and 
that a little bear used to come out of 
the woods and play with him. When 
he grew up and became king of the 
gods he remembered his old playmate 
and put the Little Bear in the sky. He 
told us that the Latin poets used to 
speak of “The Little Bear that rock’d 





the mighty Jove.” Then he read us 








cited, to see the Secret Room. He had- 
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hs of a poem by Lowell which told 
Oo 


“The Bear that prowled all night about 
the fold ; 
Of the North Star.” 


He said it was also called Cynosura, 
which means the Dog’s Tail, but that no 
one now remembered that story. The 
old, Gaels used to call it Drag-blod or 
Fire Tail. The Arabians said the con- 
stellation was the Hole in which the 
Earth’s axle found its bearing. The 
Persians called it Myrobalanum or the 
Date Palm Seed. The Member from 
New York spoke up and said that he 
thought that this was a big name for a 
little constellation, but the Captain did 
not pay any attention to him, but went 
on to tell us that the Babylonians called 
it the Leopard—the Emblem of Dark- 
ness—while it was a Jackal to the 
Egyptians, and in Iceland to-day the 
call the constellation the Seven Mil 
Maids, while Italian sailors call it a Boa, 
— ae sailors say it looks like a 
gle. 

Another one of the grown-ups who 
had traveled a great deal said that in 
Norway they always called the Little 
Dipper the Little beh ay while the 
Great Dipper was called the Great 
Wagon of Thor the war god. The 
Member from New York said that prob- 
ably Thor used the Little Dipper for a 
runabout for small battles. The Well- 
esley grown-up, who knows a great deal, 
said that the Sumerians, one of the 
earliest peoples on Earth, used to be- 
lieve that the earth rested on two great 
mountains. The mountain of the North 
was where the gods lived and the moun- 
tain of the South was the home of the 
prince of death and of demons. The 
Little Dipper was right over the moun- 
tain of the North and was therefore 
called the Mount of Heaven. She said 
that Columbus believed that there was 
a high mountain up by the North Pole 
where Paradise was located. 

The Captain was quite envious be- 
cause she knew so much and he inter- 
rupted her to say that he remembered 
now that the old Norse vikings used to 
call the Little Bear the Hill of Heaven 
and believed that Heimdalir lived there, 
the guard of the Rainbow ae which 
led from Earth to Asgard, which was 
the Norse heaven, 

The Schoolteacher Member said that 
the constellation contained twenty-seven 
visible stars and that it first became 
recognized as a constellation through 
the Phoenicians, the earliest sailors; who 
used to steer by this constellation, and 
that sometimes it is still called Pheoenice. 
The Greeks used to steer by the Big 
Dipper until the Phoenicians taught 
them better. 

After all this talk about the constel- 
lation we took up the different stars. 
The first one, of course, was Polaris, 
the Pole Star, which we now call our 
North Star, and which the old English 
sailors called the Steering Star. The 
Captain told us that it was the most 
useful star in the world. The School- 
teacher said it was sixty-three light- 
years’ distance from us. A_light-year 
is the distance which light will travél in 
one year. As light travels one hundred 
and ninety-two thousand miles a second, 
the Captain said that any of the little- 
ups could take pencil and paper and tell 
us at the next meeting how many miles 
this would be. - He told them, however, 
that they had better get lots of paper 
before they started to figure. More- 
over, he said that they had better com- 
mence to figure right away, because 
Polaris is moving away from the Earth 
at the rate of sixteen miles.a second. 

Some of the little-ups wanted to know 
why they called the North Star the Pole 
Star. The Wellesley graduate said 
that it was because it was the nearest 
star to the Pole. Then some of the 
little-ups wanted to know what the Pole 
really was. They asked all of the 
grown-ups, but all they would say was 
that, of course, everybody knew what 
the Pole was. The Captain began to 
look worried, although he; pretended 
that he knew. When it came‘the School- 
teacher’s turn she said that the celestial 
poles are the points where the axis of 
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LESSON FOR OCT, 21 (Ezra 3: 8-13; 6 : 14-18) 


THE VALUE OF TRUTH 


Truth in business is just as important 
as truth in every-day life; truth creates 
confidence, establishes good-will and 
builds a reliability that will not be 
wrecked by the storms of competition. 

Through three generations people 
have learned to place reliance on the 
gdvertised words of Scott’s Emulsion, 
because they are untarnished, unex- 
aggerated truisms about a household 
remedy of real and actual worth. 

The popularity of Scott’s Emulsion 
is increasing as intelligence advances, 
because in these days of adulterations 
it continues to guarantee pure cod liver oi] 
medicinally perfected with glycerine and 
hypoph tes to build strength, im- 

prove the blood and strengthen the lungs. 
tis free from alcohol or es—a whole- 

some food-tonic, truthfully advertised. 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 15-20 
——— 


the Earth extended pierces the celestial 
sphere. The little-ups said that this 
didn’t mean anything to them, so the 
Member from New York tried to ex- 
plain. 

“Suppose,” said he, “you stick a wire 
fight through the middle of an orange 
coming out at each end. That would be 
the axis, the thing-a-bob, you know, on 
which the orange whirls. Now,” said 
he, “suppose you lengthen this wire until 
it touches the sky at each end—the north 
end is the North Pole of the sky, the 
south end the South Pole.” , 

The little-ups said they understood 
perfectly, and the Member from New 
York said that he should think they 





would because he was really a natural- 


born. astronomer. 

The Captain broke in here because, 
of course, he could not afford to have 
any one else do all the explaining. He 

..$aid that everything in the sky seemed 
‘to ‘move around ‘the North Star, which 
now was the nearest star to the Pole. 
‘Then he told us .that' there had been 
other ‘Pole Stars and that the North 
Star was not exactly on the Pole, but 
Was one degree and fourtecn minutes 
distant. It will keep coming nearer and 
nearer until, about the year 2095, it will 
be only twenty-six and a half minutes 
away from the P8le. Fourteen thou- 
sand three hundred years ago Vega, the 
great blue Harp Star, which shines in 
the Lyre, was the Pole Star, and it will 
be again in eleven thousand five hun- 
dred years. Back in the days when 
Egypt and Babylon were the world 
kingdoms he said that Thuban the 
Dragon Star was the Pole Star. 

The Member from New York said 
that to the. best of his recollection the 
Captain was entirely right about Thu- 
ban. He was not quite positive about 


ega. 

The Captain went on to say that for 
one thousand years before the birth of 
Christ there was no Pole Star, because 
no star was near enough to the Pole to 
really mark it. The Wellesley Member 
told us that the North Star was also 
called Stella Maris, the Star of the Sea, 
and that the Arabs of. the desert be- 
lieved that if any one with sore or 
itching eyes would stare at it long 
enough they would be cured. She also 
said it was also called the Lode Star 
and also the Transmontane Star, and 
that in the old days if a man got turned 
about, people would say that he had 
lost his Transmontane, just as now they 
say that he has lost his bearings. The 
Schoolteacher spoke up and said she 
would advise the whole class to read 
Bryant’s “Hymn to the North Star,” 
which begins as follows: 

* Constellations come and climb the heavens, 
and go. 

Star of the Pole! and thou dost see them 

set. 

Alone in thy cold skies. 

Thou keep’st thy old unmoving station 

yet.” 


Some of the little-ups looked a little 
serious at this, but they finally prom- 
ised that they would. Here the Cap- 
tain got another chance at the class and 





told them that the Chinese called the 
North Star the Great Imperial Ruler of 
Heaven, and they claimed it was first 
used in, navigation by their Emperor, 
Hong Ti, a grandson of Noah. He sai 
that it was the only star which is still 
} step > 9 A. strange sect, called the 
Saint John Christians, who live along 
the Tigris, worship it. Then he told 
us how the old Turks called it Yilduz, 
which simply means The Star, and 


thought it was the guardian star of |’ 


Byzantium. They had a story that for 
a. long time after they captured Byzan- 
tium, which is now Constantinople, the 
Star’s light went out. . 

Then we took up the other bright 
stars of the constellation. The second 
brightest star which shines in the bowl 
is called Kochab. The dwellers in the 
desert used to call Kochab and its com- 
panion, which is Pherkad, the Bright 
Calf and the Dim Calf. The Bedouins 
claimed they had a covenant with these 
Calves that they would always guide 
them in their 5 journeys and they 
called them the Faithful Ones. 

By this time it was the little-ups’ bed- 
time, so that all crawled out of the win- 
dow and down one of the long limbs 
of beech-tree and ran home making loud 
squeals and pretending that robbers 
were after them. 
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The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer | 











Sunday, October 21 


Putting Religion Into Politics 
(Isaiah 1: 10-17) 
' (Good-Citizenship Day). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon:—A lost city (Gen. 19 : 1-7, 24, 25). 
Tues.—Godless power (Dan. 4 : 24-33). 
‘Wed—A city without God (Rev. 18: 

; 1-20). 
Thurs.—A city redeemed (Isa. 52 : 1-15). 
Fri.—A penitent city (Zech. 12: 9-14). 
Sat.—A prophet in politics (Amos 6: 
1-11). 











Why do politics need religion? 

How can we regenerate politics? 

Can a Christian be a politician? Give rea- 
sons. 


H ey is no possible human duty 
which is not to be brought under 
the counsel of God and to be done in 
his strength. It is a mistake to think 
that there are some departments of life 
in which God is not concerned, and that 
there we can do as we please and must 
do as well as we can if our own 
strength without God’s presence and 
help. There is no warrant for such a 
view in God’s Word. No line of di- 
vision is recognized there cutting life 
into secular and sacred and confining 
religion to one side of the line. 
4 

And it is precisely into politics that 
God means religion to be carried. Poli- 
tics is the life of man organized under 
civil government. There is man’s life 
in his own breast, and his life in his 
home and family, and friendships, and 
his life in his country, in his nation, and 
in the world. The rule of God is to 
cover all these interests and reiation- 
ships. The saying of Jesus, “Render unto 
Cesar the things that are Czsar’s, and 
unto God the things that are God’s,” 
did not mean that the world is divided 
into two parts, one belonging to Cesar 
and the other to God. od owns all. 
What we have to do is to render to 
Cesar the things that are Czsar’s, not 
because they are Czsar’s but because 
they are God’s, and he bids us to fulfil 
our civic duties under the same sanc- 
tions which control our religious duties. 


ye 
God would be a sorry king if he had 
to divide his kingdom and admit that 
in all visible and present affairs some 
one else was to be regarded as sover- 
eign. God is the one king and head 
of every nation, and no one else is 
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rightly its head or king except as God’s 
ens servant. and representative, not 
occupying God’s place but humbly doing 
his will. i “ 


What kind of city would the city of 
God be? We may well.ask. What will 
God allow and desire in that new city 
which is coming down. from God: out 
of heaven? ‘The answers which must 
be made to these questions, will deter- 
mine our present. political,.dyty. For 
our present earthly cities gught to be 
made. as: nearly: like. .that...heavenly .city 
as can be.; Hf saloons.and: brothels ,and 
hate are to be.shut..qut..of.,God’s new 
cities, too. 

ve. 

It would be a bad thing for us to- 
day if our nation could not feel that 
in taking its part in the effort to end 
war and to establish righteotisness’ ‘and 
peace it was seeking to. do God’s will 
and to fulfil his; appointed duty, and if 
the young men who have'gone.out could 
not ask for his presence and blessing s 
they go. om 


The laws of God apply to all the life 
of man. We see this more clearly now 
than ever before. It will not do for 
men to say that they will be Christians 
in their families or in their own nation, 
but not internationally. God says, 
“Away with such religion! I demand a 
full obedience. Man with man and na- 
tion with nation must keep my com- 
mandment, and do justice: and love 
mercy.” we 


Paul teaches clearly that nations are 
established to prevent wrong-doing. The 
more Christian they become:the heavier 
must their duty be. 

Because our citizenship is in heaven 
we ought to be the most efficient citizens 
at work on earth. 

The earth is the Lord’s and the ful- 
ness thereof, All things, all relation- 
ships, all activities, all possessions, are 
to be laid in his hand. 

New York Cry. 


ve 


Do you want the school to know some 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the 
outstanding Bible events; and many 
other things in and about the Bible that 
a Sunday-school should know? Try 
drilling the school for three to five min- 
utes each Sunday on Smith’s Supple- 
menial Bible Question Course. It’s 
wonderfully interesting and stimulating. 
It may be ordered from The Sunday 
School Times Company, for 50 cents. 





uncleanness and vice and selfishness and: 


city, they should be. shut out of his old 
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Out-of-the-Ordinary 


Weare crediting the success of our Music Department 
to the fact that we are publishing music for those 
Schools, Churches and Choirs that are discriminating 
in their tastes. We are putting the ‘‘tone’”’ in Sun- 
day School music. Make us prove this when you next 
need anything. 


You will appreciate the ¢hree 

fine services, ‘tree unusual 

Cantatas, three effective Ele- 
mentary Song Folders,and ‘Aree new Octavo Anthems, 
You have only to ask for.samples for examination. 
whether for Sunday School, 

Devotional or Elementary 

use. We have something 

that will mean much to your singing. Ask for sample. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Hymns of Worship and Service 
for the Sunday School 


A practical Hymnal. Used in upwards of 1,000 
Schools. Everywhere satisfactory. 


$35.00 per 100. Send for returnable sample. 
THE CENTURY CO., 353 Fourth Ave., New York City 


FREE FEE 


NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


Orchestration for one) 
SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 


BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 


1020 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 

A NEW SONG BOOK. 
FAMILIAR SONGS OF THE 

QU CANA FORD Fe arte 


songs, words and music. No. 1 and 2 combined $5 per 
hundred, 10¢acopy. E, A. K. HACKETT, Fort Wayne, ind. 







































In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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Wonderful New Way 













OST sten hers earn $8 to $15 per 
week simpl Cocance they vest 

only 30 to 40 words per minute. The expert 
sten pher earns $35 to $40 per week be- 

cause he or she typewrites 80 

to 100 words per minute! 


Trained Fingers— The Secret 
The New Way includes a mar- 
velous new system of gymnastic 
ny Training which aon ic, ond 
+s ts as nimble, ul! cus 
rate as the expert pianist's = = 
$40 Per Week. Learn the Néw Way at 
me in your spare time. Only ten easy lessons. En- 
tire course sent on trial. No interference with youe 
present work. As different from the old “‘touch” sys- 
tem as day is from night. ; 


Write for Free Particulars 
perticufars’dbout the New Way ln Topeweiting?” Special offer 
THE TULLOSS SCHOOL, 6529 College Hill, Springheld, Ohio 



















FOLDING ORGAN 
otis messiness, $5, 0 


BILHORN BROS. :22ss00b.82 
THE GIANT HEATER 


WILL HEAT ANY ORDINARY ROOM IN 
ZERO WEATHER 


NO COST 
Applied to round wick lamp or gas jet (naked 
flame or mautie burner). 
HEAT AND LIGHT AT ONE COST 
J — — Ww Yoming, Det., —, e 
“We have wu our t Heater in our home 
five years and prey wcsahe ative us a ton of 


coal a * OSTPAl its LACK IRON. $1 4 
ae 5:8 Ay ca 











by modern me (romp Alge:‘Tadema Burne- 
nes, Cra ‘ome, Tissot, Vi and ot 
| ep eece ne’ Tadie use Poser hee of acer bab 
, inches, ready for mounting in book or on card- 
board. Suitable for framing for gifts. 

A label with title of Picture, the verse of Bible 
illustrated, the name of artist, the year date and 
place of his birth, and the titles of some of his im- 
porvans paintings, is furnished for each of these 100 

ictures. Sent by mail for 3.50 per set. A lim- 
ited supply only. Send P.O. money order NOW. 
HENRY C. FOX, 1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


CORDON 


A RELIGIOUS COLLEGE 

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

SCHOOL OF- MISSIONS 
National, Evangelical, Interde- 
nominational, Vocational, Cul- 
tural. New fireproof building, 
with dormitories in Bostou's 
finest educational district. 
, Catalog. Acdress 
Dean Nathan R. Wood, Gordon Bible College, Boston 


SEVEN-CENT MEALS *::5 per week 

. . per person; 42 
meals with recipes and directions. _ro cents or 4 cents 
and two names interested in Domestic Science. 


AM, SCHOOL HOME ECONOMICS, 592 W, 69th St., Chicago 


Books for 
Sundav-school Workers 
































Each <3 r | a distinct phase of Sunday- 
school w Sitten by an expert. The books 
are unifi rt 2: Gd _ style; some are bound with 
limp cove ° =| tiff board. 

7, be 

1. Thee =A E Senco 

Its| @ a . Possibilities. By Frank L. 

Bro 4 rrr -Y¥. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 
2. The § —s “oe pl and the Pastor | 

By | 2 5 25 cents, net, postpaid. 
3.TheS 22 Wand the Home 

a k bed ot = wb, Brooklyn, N.Y. 25 cents, 

net, postpaid. 


4. The Primary Department 
By Ethel ? Archibald. Five illustrations. s50 
cents, net, postpaid. 


5. The Home Department of To-Day 
By pues. Flora V. Stebbins. 25 cents, net, post- 
paid. 


6. The Beginners’ Department 
By Angelina W Wray, author of “ Jeanne 
Mitchell's School.”’ 50 cents, net, postpaid 


7. Getting and Holding a Class 
By William H. Hamby. socents, net, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCH 
1031 Walnut stron OOL TIMES COMPANY 


Philadeiphia, Pa. 





IR CO., 53 Temple St., Springfield, Mass. 


a 
"100 PICTURES OF BIBLE INCIDENTS 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Preparing Officers 
( Continued from page 552) 

Chapter 9 of “Superintendent and* His 
Work,” by Frank L. Brown (Meth- 
odist Book Concern, 75 cents net). 

3. Practise.—Lead the department or school 
singing for a month. 

4. Outline a model musical program for 
Easter, Children’s Day, or Christ- 
mas, for each department or for the 
school as a whole. 


Missionary Committee: 
1. Required book. 


Sunday School’ Workers,” by. Geo. 
H. Trull (The Sunday School Times 
Company, 50 cents). 

“Missions in’ the Sunday School,” by 
Martha B. Hixson (Revell, 50 cents 
net). . 

“Five Missionary Minutes,” by Geo. H. 
Trull (Missionary Education Move- 
ment, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City, 50 cents 1fet). , 

3. Practise —Pian and* conduct a monthly 
missionary program fer the school 
or for the school departments. 

4. Thesis.—Outline ‘a year’s missionary 
program for the’ local school, or a 
practicable plah ‘of missionary or- 
ganization and instruction for the 
school. 


Committee on Schdol- Building: 

1. Required book. 

2. Specialization. —“Housing the Sunday 
School,” by Marion Lawrance (The 
Presbyterian Board, Philadelphia, 
$2 net). 

“The Sunday@#School Building and Its 
Equipment,” by Herbert Francis 
Evans (University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, 75 cents net). 

3. Practise—Carry through some definite 
plan for improvement of the class, 
department, or general room, or of 
the surrounding grounds. 

4. Outline a plan of improvement of the 
local building to meet the call for 
grading and the recreational life. 


Committee on Social Service: 

1. Required book. 

2. Soecialization.— “Social Creed of the 
Chutches,” by Harry F. Ward 
Methodist Book Concern, 50 cents 
net; by mail 58 cents). 

“Social Service in the Sunday School” 


r (Ward), oe 

“Graded. Sogial Service in the Sunday 
School” (Hutchins)., 

3. Practise —Personally carry out a survey 
of the neighborhood of the school to 
know conditions requiring attention. 

4. Thesis.—Outline a plan of social service 
activities for the church and neigh- 
borhood. 


Publicity Committee: 
1. Required book, 
2. Specialization —“Church Publicity,” by 
Christian F. Reisner (Methodist 
Book Concern, $1.50 net). 


“Principles of Successful Church Adver- 
tising,” by Charles Stelzle (Revell, 
$1.25 net). 


“Publicity and Progress,’”’ by Herbert 
H. Smith (Geo. H. Doran Co., New 
York, $: net). 

3. Practise.—For a month furnish satisfac- 
tory school copy for the local pub- 
lic press. 

4. Outline a practicable plan of publicity 
for the local school. 


Brookiyn, N. Y. 
we 


“Memory Hymns” 


S YOUR Sunday-school learning by 

heart the choicest hymns? A business 
man and Sunday-school superintendent, 
John J. Barrett, of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, has sent The Sunday School 
Times a copy of the “Memory Hymns” 
that were sung one evening last spring 
by the Anchorage Presbyterian Sunday- 
school and gupils of the Jefferson 
County Parental Home, to the very 
best church music. Here are the hymns 
thus brought together,—a suggestive list 
for any Sunday-school to use: 


“Day is dying in the west.” 
* Come, thou Almighty King.” 
“O worship the King, all glorious above.” 
* Jesus, my Saviour, look on me, 

For I am weary and opprest.” 
“ Break thou the bread of life.” 
“In the hour o¢ trial, 

Jesus, plead for me.” 
“ Beneath the cross of Jesus 

I fain would -take my stand.” 
“Tis midnight, and on Olive’s brow.” 
“ Christ, the Lord, is risen to-day.” 
“From every stormy wind that blows.” 
* Jesus, lover of my soul.” 





“ Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.” 











“Why | Decided on NELSON’S” 








a. Specialization —“Missionary Methods for 
















oan the moment I thoroughly understood the meaning 
‘-&- of renewable pages, 1 knew I had found an encyclopedia 
with a real difference—a// the difference between standing 
still or keeping step with the march of time. 


UST think what can happen in a year! Twice. a year—every six 

months—the publishers of Nelson’s. send me. at least 250 pages 
of revised, up-to-date information. My wife and I look forward to 
putting these new pages in the volumes. It’s one of the pleas- 
antest evenings we know. Sometimes we take longer, although it’s 
easy to do, because we can’t resist reading some of the new arti- 
cles. When we are through and we look at the twelve handsome 
volumes on our shelves, my wife says to me, ‘‘Isn’t it fine to 
have it always new instead of getting out of date year by year? 
It’s just like having a brand-new, up-to-the minute encyclopedia 








put inside the twelve covers every six months.’’ 





INCYCLOPZDIA 
Research Bureau for Special Information 
An American Idea—An American Encyclopaedia 


My New Pages Just Received WeALL Usethe Research: 
in October contain 2,060 new pi berate f; the ehildren: It 
things. “The Draft and Embargo S!vés 0S #iaethoritattve.gnswer on 
: ; : any question or supplies us with— 
‘Acts; the War in detail from Special “Tateriation oh any stbject 
March to October, 1917; biogta- we wish,-fully ‘and freely without 
phies of Kerensky and General charge. Business, Finance, — 
Brusiloff; articles’ on Daylight . ™estic Beonomics, Music, Art—you 


p ; ; know what questiogs on these and 
Saving; fhe Liberty Loan; and‘ - other subjects pee up to a man 


soon. In my evening paper, I and his family. Ne.son’s Free 
rarely run across a subject of cur- ReszarcH Bureau will settle the 
rent interest that is notdescribed 4*gument or furnish the needed 


. > facts: Some of the biggest busi- 
fully in my up-to-date Nelson S. —_ ness men in the country avail them- 
Do you wonder that I decided - selves of it. I’m glad to have the 


on a Joose-leaf encyclopedia ! same privilege. 


I Like the Editorial Plan The Sunday School Times 
because it is international in scope of February 3, 1917, says: 


but American at bottom. The ad Pod sel st, Nag 

Edi in-Chief i hn H: Fi The plan of binding is not the only 
itor-in-Chief is John H: Finley, - feature that entitles it to the distinction 

Ph.D., LL.D., Commissioner of — of being the most up-to-date work in its 

Education, and President of the ‘field. The aim throughout is to lay’em- 


. . phasis upon events and interests of to- 
University of the State of New day, such as biographies of living persons, 
York. Scholarly men of equal stat- developments in science, and the results 
ure are the Canadian and European of medern inventions, as well as current 
editors. events in history. Remote topics are 


The Volumes, Are Sigif'pndace sbchty Snort 
Hi 1 ja aS well aS a modern one. 


Send for price list gi A 
I first supposed they EXCHANGE 2xcucc allowed for old 
would look different from cnevetouedas $e ssslyes =f 


the ordinary handsome eyed bg idy se 


volume on account of the ‘“* LOOK IT UP IN NELSON’S”’ i 


loose-leaf feature. But 
they don’t. My best on oe os os CUT—SIGN—MAIL TO-DAY@ = = 


friend never noticed the 4 Send for this Splendid Book 
simple, patented binding 

device until I smilingly | THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
handed him a volume, 4 Publishers for Over a Century 


showed him how easily Dept. 206K. 381 Fourth Ave., New-York City 
you loosened the two ' Stone ie. me Lees portfolio of sample Yn es aeee. 
: ifujly illustrated, containing color maps, plates an 

nuts, raised thecover and ' photographs, and full information how, by easy 
replaced the old pages. month pay ante, { con owe Nelson's. Perpetual 

: wose-Leaf Encyclopxdia and receive Frex mem- 
On such occasions the bership to Nelson’s Reseach Service Bureau for 
books look handsomer 8 special information. ‘lhis must incur no obligation 
than ever to me. q whatever on my part. 






































“Nelson’s Loose-Leaf Encyclopaedia is | 
a standard authority in the Editorial | 
rooms of The Sunday School Times” 4§ 
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